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SAVING LIVES 
ON THE LEYS 


By Richard Chidwick H l DD F N 


TWO new life-saving defibrillators 


have been installed in Blackbird Leys so 
the emergency services can be on the - a 


scene quickly in the event of a medical 


emergency. 
The phone activated machines have == A ‘ 


been placed outside the Blackbird Leys 


Community Centre and at the Barn in ; aL ot s Wi 
Greater Leys. Eor- a ra TARG ETE D BY 
Chairman of the Blackbird Leys Parish, i Ee a . ws 


Council Gordon Roper said: “It is so T a j 

important to have the machines here. ee Fy } VAN DALS 

A person having a heart attack can be = T. 

attended to quickly so that the public 7 } TE pu 

can be the first line of assistance until . | ; VANDALS attacked benches at Spindleberry Nature 

an ambulance or doctor arrives. We BE = r Reserve on the Leys, with offensive scribbling sprayed 

hope they are never needed, but the n z : m with black paint. 

residents know if they have a problem ’ | Oxford City Council rangers found the damage and 

the defibrillators will be there. quickly cleaned it up. A board and wooden benches 
“The residents are responsible for the had been vandalised. 

machines as they are in vandal proof i Councillor Linda Smith, Oxford City Council Board 

cabinets. The Parish Council purchased Picu @ l i Member for Leisure, Parks and Sports said: “It’s 

them at a cost of £1500 each. We spent | Ea npon disgraceful that graffiti continues to appear in our 

the money wisely and given they could 14 parks and public places and it costs a lot of taxpayer's 

save a life, we may want a third one oN = money to remove it. Oxford City Council is clamping 

installed.” i. down on this nuisance and making sure everyone can 
As soon as the glass door is opened ae a continue to enjoy Oxford's green areas.” 

the defibrillators will call the ambulance == | ee SS Pi . Rangers report that many vandals target any new 
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immediately, and a voice automated S Sa — features in parks with scrawling and defacing. 2,100 

system will instruct the user about what y am P i i incidents of graffiti were reported to Oxford City 

to do in the worst case scenario: a heart |~ i í Iiga Council in 2015 and the cost of removing reached 

attack. The decision to install these new E m ar = —— £100,000 in 2013. 

machines follows a nationwide plan to = a A F Oxford City Council is determined to clamp down 

have them installed in specific areas E, = : : on graffiti, fouling and vandalising to ensure that 

around the UK. “th. parks are pleasant and accessible for people to enjoy. 
Gordon said: “I would like to thank 7 Poin: Spindleberry Nature Park is a hidden treasure in 


David Growcott who organised the Blackbird Leys running between Pegasus Road and 
installation and Oxford City Council for ame | Fry's Hill Park, with a wooded area, large pond and 
allowing us to have them installed.” ; open grassland. 
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Leys News is an independent newspaper and a social enterprise. 

It is owned by Leys News Limited, is part of the Community Media 
Group, and is funded through a mixture of grants and advertising 
revenue. Itis delivered free to homes and businesses across the 
Leys. Leys News is produced by a team of volunteers who attend free 
Community Journalism Training courses. 

If you would like to volunteer as part of our team and help to 
produce your local, independent newspaper please email the editor 
(details below) for more information and an informal chat about how 
you can help. 


CONTACT 


Address: Leys News, 26 Kingfisher Green, Greater Leys, 
Oxford 0X4 7BX (Vehicle access via Jack Argent Close) 


Phone: 01865 711756 


Editor: editor@leysnews.co.uk 


Advertising: advertising@leysnews.co.uk 
Website: www.leysnews.co.uk 
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Board of Directors: Sasha East (chair), Teresa Fieldwick, Ines 
Kretzschmar, David Potter. 


Editor: Sarah Edwards 

Business Manager: John Charlton 
Design: Julian Dourado 
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Volunteers: Janet Pavelin, Trio Watson 


Contributions by: Richard Chidwick, Stella Gathenya, Stuart 
Mabbutt, Sam Parker, Beth Speich and Jane Yates 

Published by Leys News Ltd. 

Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Ltd, Newspaper House, Faraday 
Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2DW 
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Leys News is a company limited by guarantee No. 3591512 


LEYS NEWS acknowledges financial assistance from: A2 Dominion, 
Catalyst Communities Housing Association, GreenSquare, Oxford Brookes 
University, Oxford City Council, the Blackbird Leys Parish Council 
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Sing your way to 


happiness and health 


The Oxford Welsh Male Voice Choir singing at the Town Hall. 


THE Oxford Welsh Male Voice 
Choir is looking for new members, 
and is holding an open rehearsal 
to find new talent. 

The choir started in 1928 and 
membership is currently a little 
lower than the recent peak of 
over 50. Not only does the choir 
want to pass that figure again 
for the 90th anniversary in two 
years time, members also want to 
maintain the growth as they look 
ahead to their centenary. 

On Thursday July 21 the choir is 


holding an open rehearsal to find 
new members. 

Philip Gibbs from the choir 
said: “Frequently you read about 
research concluding that singing 
makes you happier and healthier. 
The “Oxford Welsh” have known it 
for years and want new members 
to come and enjoy life with us. 

“A Welsh male voice choir 
combines the majesty of a choral 
society, the serenity of a chamber 
choir, the power of a rock choir, 
the fun of barbershop, the joy of 


gospel singing and the inclusivity 
of a community choir. They sing 
uplifting anthems, stirring choruses, 
reflective airs and melodic ballads.” 

The choir sings in four-part 
harmony so anyone should find 
their natural voice among the 
tenors or basses. Rehearsals are 
every Thursday night from 7.30 - 
9.30pm, throughout the year and 
they perform concerts at least 
once a month in venues ranging 
from small halls and churches to 
the Royal Albert Hall. 


Philip added: "No auditions, no 
sight reading and no experience 
is necessary and you don't have to 
be Welsh either, but you do have 
to be male. You just need to be 
able to hold a note, enjoy singing 
and be free on Thursday nights 
for weekly rehearsals. From under 
18 to over 80, studying, working, 
unemployed or retired, everyone 
is welcome. No matter if you're a 
novice who can't read music or 
an experienced musician you'll be 
made welcome." 


E Phone or email to register: 07966 088606 or owmvc.taster@gmail.co.uk 
You can find also more information at www.oxwelshmvc.org/taster or www.facebook.com/Oxfordwelsh 


YOUR LOCAL 


REPRESENTATIVES 


E PARISH COUNCIL 


Chairman: Gordon Roper. Vice Chair: Ann Booker. 
Non-position holders: John Dillon, Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Kelvin 


Launchbury and Pat Stannard. 
For contact and further details see page 7. 


EŒ OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 
BLACKBIRD LEYS WARD 


Linda Smith — Labour. 125 Oxford Road, Old Marston, Oxford, 0X3 ORB 
T 07961 121704 E: cllrlsmith@oxford.gov.uk 
Rae Humberstone — Labour. 75 Little Bury, Greater Leys, 0X4 7UZ 


T 01865 779678 & 07768 429566 
E: cllrrhumberstone@oxford.gov.uk 


NORTHFIELD BROOK WARD 


Sian Taylor — Labour. 5 Regent Street, Oxford, OX4 10U 
T 07767 311425 E: clirstaylor@oxford.gov.uk 


Jennifer Pegg — Labour 


T 07525 720599 E: cllrjpegg@oxford.gov.uk 
E OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 


LEYS DIVISION 


Steve Curran — Labour. 88 Fairacres Road, Oxford, 0X4 1TG 


T 01865 727824 & 07941 785538 
E: stephen.curran@oxfordshire.gov.uk 


E MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT 


EŒ Andrew Smith — Labour. Unit A, Bishops Mews, Transport Way, Oxford. 
T 01865 595790 E: andrewsmith.mp@virgin.net 
Surgery: Every third Friday at the Blackbird Leys Leisure Centre from 3pm. 


way! 


COMPETITION 
WINNERS 


The winners 

of last month's 
Children's colouring 
competition are 
Ashley, age 10, 
(above) from Greater 
Leys, and Angelin, 
and 8, (right) also 
from Greater Leys. 
Your prizes are on the 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 
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Comedy podcast recorded at Blackbird Leys 


ANEW comedy podcast has actors and actresses through amazing to see it all come 
launched on iTunes written by advertisements in and around together and to hear the sketches 
two local writers and recorded at Oxford, then edited the show brought to life. We decided to 
Soundworks in Blackbird Leys. themselves. Emma said: “We release our episodes on Monday, 
Writers Brigit Foster, from both believe in bringing back as it’s normally a depressing day 
Headington, and Emma gentle observational comedy and of the week, and for the next six 
Gascoigne, from Iffley, met in we think we offer something a weeks everyone can start their 
2013 at a scriptwriting course at bit different to what's out there Monday with something we think 
University of Oxford’s Department at the moment. We just want to will cheer people up.” 
for Continuing Education. make people smile and we think After production the podcast 
After producing around 40 our warm sketches will do that. was also picked to be put on the 
sketches, the new writing duo There’s no catch and they're free UK's premium podcast network, 
decided to self-funda podcast to to download!” Abrupt Audio, alongside other top 
showcase their work and found Brigit added: “It's been new podcasts. 


E You can download the 
podcast now by visiting 
www.abruptaudio.com/ 
jollygoodshow or by searching 
"Jolly Good Show Comedy 
Podcast" on iTunes. 


E Follow on Twitter @ 
jollygdshow 

Become a fan on Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ 
thejollygoodshowpodcas 


A GROUP of residents workshop takes place sessions. Organiser Paula to share our craft skills 


have set up a craft every Tuesday afternoon Foulsham said: “We are with anyone who wants 
workshop for the over from 2-4pm in the a group of residents who to come along. We are 


Nightingale Avenue the group welcomes housing and love all kinds funding in the future to 


| 50s at Frys Court on communal lounge and live in Frys Court, sheltered hoping to find some 


crafty! in Greater Leys. The newcomers to their of crafts. So we decided help with costs.” 


E For further details and to join the group call Paula on 01865 640222 
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Council to consult 
on new Local Plan 


OXFORD City Council is working on producing a new 
Local Plan to guide development in Oxford to 2036 and 
beyond. The council wants to manage the expected 
growth of Oxford's economy and population in a way 
that maintains the city’s special qualities and builds on its 
successes. 

The first steps consultation runs for six weeks from 27 
June to 5 August. 


E To find out how you can get involved, visit www. 
oxford.gov.uk/localplan, ring 01865 252847 or email 
planningpolicy@oxford.gov.uk 


Homeshare tackles 
affordable housing 
shortage 


A NEW scheme to tackle the shortage of affordable 
housing, launched in Oxford. 

Under Homeshare Oxford, a householder in the 
city offers a spare room to a ‘homesharer’ in return for 
companionship as well as a modest contribution to 
household expenses and around ten hours per week of 
help with household tasks such as shopping or cooking. 
Typically householders might be older people living on 
their own, whose family are not nearby. 

Homesharers are often key workers, such as medics 
and teachers, or postgraduate students, all of whom need 
to live in the city and are looking for an alternative to a 
conventional flat share. 

Homeshare is already a popular idea internationally and 
is now growing in the UK, thanks to a national programme 
to allow new and existing Homeshare schemes to develop 
and thrive. 

Homeshare Oxford, funded by Lloyds Bank Foundation 
and delivered by Age UK Oxfordshire, is part of the new 
national partnership of Homeshare schemes in the UK. 
Following consultation with local people and community 
leaders, Age UK Oxfordshire has tailored the Homeshare 
concept to meet the particular needs of Oxford residents, 
ensuring that costs for householders and homesharers 
make the arrangement comfortable and beneficial for 
both parties. 

The scheme has the potential to offer a lifeline to older 
people in the community who value their independence 
and want to go on living at home, in the community they 
know and love but are looking for companionship or help 
around the home. 

Homeshare Oxford offers the chance to continue being 
active in the community by reaching out to support the 
younger generation, and in turn get support with a bit 
of help around the home from someone they will get to 
know. 

For younger people, it provides a solution for those 
attracted to working or studying in Oxford but who are 
daunted by the costs of accommodation close to their 
place of work, and in some cases the prospect of living 
alone in a new city. 

Paul Cann, from Age UK Oxfordshire said: “The growing 
numbers of older people in the city, the very large young 
population, high accommodation costs and the shortage 
of housing create the perfect opportunity for Homeshare 
Oxford. This is a win for all ages, and a win for the city’s 
communities.” 

Councillor Bob Price, Leader of Oxford City 
Council added: “Oxford City Council welcomes Age 
UK Oxfordshire’s Homeshare Oxford initiative as an 
imaginative contribution to tackling the lack of affordable 
housing for younger adults as well as helping to overcome 
the huge loneliness problem experienced by many older 
people. The scheme brings new bed spaces into the 
housing market and provides a wonderful opportunity for 
creating friendships across the generations.” 
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AN OXFORD City Council 
campaign to encourage dog 
owners in Blackbird Leys 
and Greater Leys to clean up 
after their pets has seen dog 
fouling incidents drop by 51 
per cent. 

The aim of the two-week 
campaign, which took place 
in February and March, was to 
make open spaces in Blackbird 
Leys and Greater Leys a better 
environment that everyone 
can use and enjoy. 

Councillors, parish 
councillors and City Council 
officers were out and about, 
talking to dog walkers and 
handing out free dog poo 
bags. 

City Council officers 
surveyed six open and public 
spaces (three in Blackbird Leys 
and three in Greater Leys) 
on two occasions before the 
launch of the campaign and 
found 39 incidences of dog 
fouling across the sites. 

After the campaign, officers 
returned to the same sites 
on two separate days and 
counted a total of 19 dog 
fouling incidents -a 51 per 


Dog owners clean 
up on the Leys 


cent reduction in incidents. 

Last week officers again 
returned to the sites and 
found 24 instances of dog 
fouling, which showed - five 
weeks after the campaign 
finished — that improvements 
were still being seen at the 
sites. 

The City Council campaign 
followed concern from local 
residents about dog fouling 
in Blackbird Leys and Greater 
Leys’ parks and open spaces, 
particularly Blackbird Leys 
Park and Gillians Park. 

It is an offence for dog 
owners not to clean up 
after their pets. Owners 
can be issued with an £80 
fixed penalty notice and, if 
prosecuted, a court can issue a 
£1,000 fine. 

Dog poo can be placed in 
bags and put in dog poo bins, 


ADVERTISEMENT 


which are located at entrances 
and exits in all Blackbird Leys’ 
parks, or double bagged and 
put in litter bins. 

David Growcott, Oxford 
City Council Neighbourhood 
Locality Officer for Blackbird 
Leys, said: “The scheme was 
really well received by the 
public. Both dog walkers 
and non-dog walkers were 
pleased to see us handing out 
bags and talking to people. 

“Most dog owners are 
responsible and pick up after 
their pets but hopefully we 
reminded some of those that 
hadn't been doing so about 
their responsibilities.” 


E Oxford residents can 
report dog fouling, 
dangerous dogs and lost 
and stray dogs by visiting: 
www.oxford.gov.uk/dogs. 


St. John’s Home 
Dummer Fet ! 


Craft Stalls 


Raffle 
Games 
Bottle Stall 
Cake Stall 
Coconut Shy 


Bouncy Castle 


Refreshments 


AA ZA A ADMAA ALLA 


Saturday 16th July 


lfl.30 am 


- 3.30 pm 


St. John’s Home 
Fun For All The Family! 


+ Burgers & Hot Dogs! 
e Strawberry Fayre Majorettes 
and much more... ....... 


Came d join in the fit in the orounds af St. John s Hote, 


Magdalen Road, East Oxford. 


= tn aid of aur Residents Activities Fund ~ 


St John's Home, St Mary's Road, Outord, O84 16 [MBES 247725) 
wwew.sijohnshomeorg.uk emali; admin@iet-johne-hoenecrg 


BEFRIENDERS: 


Volunteers needed 


difference to someone's life by 
providing practical help and 
emotional support. Training is 
provided and regular one- 
to-one supervision including 
bi-monthly peer support 
meetings. 

The befriending relationship 
also enriches the life of 
volunteers. It isn’t all about 
serious stuff. Part of preparing 
to die well involves living life 
well, and to the full, now. There 


Give and gain and Pegasus School 


By Stella Gathenya 


PARENTS and supporters 

of Pegasus Primary School in 
Blackbird Leys got stuck in to 
help re-paint the school’s fence 
as part of the Give and Gain day 
project. 

Volunteers were joined by 
the employees of Clydesdale 
Bank whose motto is, ‘we 
care about here.’ The bank 
is amember of Business in 
the Community (BITC) and 
members work together to 
build a fairer society. 

On Give and Gain day 
members are asked to 
volunteer to help a community 
project and they chose to 
support Pegasus School. 

Staff have been involved in 
anumber of projects up and 
down the country. One of 
the employees said: “It is so 
rewarding to come out to 
the community and feel like 
you have made a difference 
no matter how small. We are 
happy to be involved with 
Pegasus School.” 

The progress was impressive 
as a little over an hour into 


can be fun and laughter as 
well as serious conversations. 
It can come as a surprise to 
volunteers just how rewarding 
the role turns out to be. Every 
friendship is unique. 


By John Charlton 


OXFORDSHIRE Befriending 
for Life (OxBEL) recruits and 
trains volunteers to befriend 
people who are facing the end 
of life and may be isolated and 
alone or just need someone 
to talk to. The organisation is 
seeking volunteers for the next 
training course which starts in 
Oxford soon. 

Volunteers can make a huge 


E For further information call 
Tracey on telephone number 
01235 849427 or email: 
mailto:enquiries@oxbel.org. 
uk www.ageukoxfordshire. 
org.uk 


the painting the volunteers 
had reached the ten per cent 
mark and were invited into the 
school assembly. By the end of 
the day they had got to the 50 
per cent mark, had painted 130 
vertical bars and 260 horizontal 
bars. 

The volunteers are planning 
to come back and finish off 
the work, and are calling for 


more people to come forward 
regardless of any painting 
experience or whether you 
are a parent there. One parent 
said: “I wanted to come out in 
support of my child’s school 
and help as much as I can. It is 
also a chance to socialise with 
other parents which is always 
good.” 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 


Brenda makes a splash at 80 


By Richard Chidwick 


BRENDA Cardy from Cowley is 
still teaching swimming at Leys 
Swimming Pool and Leisure 
Centre at the age of 80, and was 


presented with a special birthday 

cake to mark the occasion. 
Following a distinguished 

30 years as a swimming coach, 

Brenda remains a teacher at Leys 

Pool, and teaches babies, infants 


and adults on Tuesdays. 

Brenda started her career 
working on reception, but was 
always drawn to the swimming 
profession, where she worked her 
way up, eventually becoming an 
instructor. She has been around 
swimming all her life, and both 
her son, John, and daughter, 
Janette, competed at county 
level. Over the years Brenda has 
taught several generations of the 
same families in the Oxford area, 
and many of her students have 
gone on to compete at county 
level. 

Brenda said: “My father was in 
the navy and opted for the ‘sink 
or swim’ approach to learning to 
swim in the local river as he really 
believed his children needed to 
learn to swim. He even gave us a 
bar of soap so we could wash at 
the same time!” 

Mike Harrison, General 
Manager of Leys Pools and Leisure 
Centre said: “Brenda is a real 
asset to us, with a high demand 


for swimming lessons we're 
always on the look out for good 
instructors so we're delighted 
she continues to teach and share 
her experience with the next 
generation of swimmers.” 

Brenda said: “It is nice to see 
who came through as swimmers 
froma young age and progressed 
to county level and more, it’s a 
good thing to do.” 

She added: “I currently 
teach parents, toddlers, and | 
only work on Tuesday. My son 
is 54 and is the national open 
water champion for swimming 
for his age and my daughter 
came second in the world ina 
competition in Canada for her age 
group.” 

Stuart Hearn who works for 
fusion Sports at Leys Pool said: 
“I've known Brenda for 26 years, 
and she taught me from a young 
age, and now! work at the pool. 
Brenda has always been there 
for everyone. Everyone loves 
Brenda.” 
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Free cycle stands 
for business and 
community groups 


OXFORD'S businesses, GPs surgeries, community 
groups, shops, cafes and churches can apply for free 
bike stands to be installed outside their premises. 
Oxford City Council has teamed up with social 
enterprise ParkThatBike to launch the £5,000 trial and 
install 40 bike stands across Oxford. 

Business or group owners can apply for the free 
high-quality cycle parking to be installed outside their 
premises. Owners will have to pay for the installation, 
but this will be provided at cost by the City Council. 

People can apply for up to four Sheffield stands, up 
to two heart-shaped cycle stands, a three-hoop toaster- 
rack, up to four wall-mounted rails or up to two plant 
pot cycle racks. 

Applicants must install the cycle parking on property 
they own. Owners cannot, for example, install bike 
racks on the city’s footpaths, which are managed by 
Oxfordshire County Council. 

For more information and to apply, please visit www. 
parkthatbike.info. 

Oxford has the second highest rate of residents who 
cycle to work of any local authority area in England and 
Wales. In 2011, 17 per cent of Oxford residents cycled to 
work — up two percentage points from 15 per cent in 
2001. 


New Lord Mayor for Oxford 


By Richard Chidwick 


Clir Mohammed Altaf-Khan 
was elected as Lord Mayor of 
Oxford for 2016/17 replacing 
Councillor Rae Humberstone. 
Cllr Rae Humberstone was 
also elected as Deputy Lord 
Mayor and Cllr Susan Brown 
was elected as Sheriff. 
Lord Mayor Councillor 
Mohammed Altaf-Khan 
said: “I am a peoples’ person 
and have always taken 
pride in my commitment 
in this respect. | am very 
much looking forward to 
meeting people from all 
the different organisations 
and backgrounds that make 
Oxford a special place.” 
Proposer Councillor Ruth 
Wilkinson gave a speech 
and so did seconder Bob 
Price before the vote for the 
nomination for Lord Mayor. 
Speaking after the closure 
of the ceremony Lord Mayor 
Altaf-Khan said: “I am feeling 
proud and deeply feel 
honoured by the people of 
Oxford. | worked for the Royal 
Mail as a postal worker and 


WE'RE KICKING OFF THE EUROS AND 
CELEBRATING FATHERS DAY THIS JUNE! 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Fathers Day à 


Join us on 11th June for the Fathers 
Day Penalty Shootout competition 
and be in with a chance to win your 


dad a brand new TV! 


Euros 
Swap Shop 


Saturday morning swap shop, 


every Saturday from 11.00 - 12.00 


from 11th June to the 9th July. 


Come and swap your Euro cards. 
There's also a chance to win a Euro 


football every week! 


Come and join 


Marston areas for more than 
member of the CWU, so | was two decades. 


worked for 19 years was a Lord Mayor Altaf-Khan said: 
“There are three charities | 
very active in the union too.” The new Lord Mayor have chosen to highlight and 
Born in Kashmir, South has also had an esteemed work with: Crisis Sky Light 
Asia, Councillor Mohammed career in local government Oxford, Quest for Learning 
Altaf-Khan came to the UK representing the Liberal and the Oxford Centre for 


in the late 1980's to join his Democrats since 2005 in Islamic Studies to enable 


the fun! 


check the J Af more information 
about the events and prizes: 
www.templarssquare.com 


TEMPLARS SQUARE 


www.templarssquare.com 


family. He has now lived and Headington and Marston were them to create a Lord Mayor Shopping 
worked in the Headington and he served two terms. Scholarship.” 
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THE WILDLIFE 
GARDEN 


By Stuart Mabbutt 


Wildlife 
gardens for our 
mental health 


WHEN a downturn comes in 
any of our lives, be it in work, 
home, or health that is when 
mother nature steps forward 
with her helping hands. We 
in return need to take a step 
toward her, being receptive 
to her often ‘free’ assistance. 
We need to start seeing 
and not just looking, we 
need to start hearing and 
not just listening, we need 
to start feeling and not 
just touching, we need to 
start smelling and not just 
sniffing, and we need to 
Start tasting and not just eat. 
Sounds simple eh! If we 
succeed in all this then we 
soon start to see the bigger 
picture that our lives are 
more than getting the next 
report completed at work, 
getting the next mortgage 
payment made, or popping 
the next pill in an attempt 
to keep that virus under 
control. 


Achieve that and we 
ourselves feel like we have 
some semblance of control 
back. 

Connections to green 
space around us has 
been associated with 
lower levels of stress and 
reduced symptoms for 
depression and anxiety, 
while interacting with nature 
can improve clear thinking 
for children with attention 
deficits and individuals with 
depression. 

My aim with this article 
is to keep it short this time 
and to get you away from 
reading for a while, filling 
your mind with more 
thoughts. My aim is to get 
you outside for a while, 
among nature. Be it out in 
your wildlife garden, in your 
local park, the beautifully 
landscaped gardens around 
the business park where you 
work. In fact anywhere. 

Nature gets everywhere, 
as I've said before; we need 
to learn to start appreciating 
it in as many ways as is 
possible. 


Bowls club celebrates 50th 
year anniversary 


THE Blackbird Leys bowls club is celebrating their 50th 
anniversary on Sunday 10 July. The club will be having 
special day with a match against the Oxfordshire President's 
team staring at 3pm. The club is keen to encourage new 
members to join and welcomes all to their celebratory event. 


E For details contact David Buckwell on 01865 881735 


THE DOVECOTE CENTRE 


Groups urged to take to 
the water this summer 


COMMUNITY groups from across the = et 
Leys have the chance to use a narrow S * ert 
boat this summer to explore Oxfordshire’s 
countryside from the water. 

Narrow boat, Biddy’s Dream is a 
community resource but owned and 
managed by The Dovecote Centre, and 
used for the Dovecote Afloat project. 

Carol Richards from the centre said: 
“Dovecote Afloat is a more exciting, 
challenging and fun way of introducing 
young people to the natural environment. 
The project makes teaching and learning 
about nature and environmental awareness 
easier and fun to do. It will open up a 
completely different side to life for young 
people, which will always be available, but 
which, ordinarily they may have remained 
unaware of. 

“Dovecote Afloat is designed to give 
anew and innovative dimension in 
providing young people on the Leys access 
to nature. They have the opportunity to 
explore Oxfordshire’s countryside from a 
completely different perspective, giving 
them the opportunity to observe wildlife 
and the natural environment in a less 
obtrusive way.” 

Biddy's Dream is a community resource 
for local organisations and groups from 
Blackbird Leys to use In order to support 
the Dovecote Afloat project Biddy's Dream 
is available for hire all year round. 

Carol added: “The maximum number of 
passengers allowed on a board at any one 
time is 12, excluding the Helmsman. Biddy’s 
Dream carries adequate cutlery, crockery 
and cooking equipment. 

"There is a gas cooker, normal size 
fridge, hot and cold running water, filtered 
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drinking water, shower and central heating. 
We also have children’s life jackets that 

can be hired for a small fee. People using 
the boat should bring water proofs, warm 
clothing, non-slip footwear, tea, coffee, 
milk, sugar and any refreshments you may 
want.” 

A qualified Helmsman will be provided 
to navigate. Adults and children with the 
correct supervision and risk assessments 
in place will be required to help with 
locks, and passengers will also have the 
opportunity to steer. 


Onboard Biddy’s Dream you will find 
two seating/dinette areas, one pump flush 
toilet and a comfortable seating area in the 
forward saloon. 

The galley has a large work surface, food 
storage cupboard and gas cooker with 
an oven and grill. Outside seating for six 
people is available at the front of Biddy’s 
Dream. Day trips cost £180 which is the 
equivalent of £15 per person. 


E To book a trip or for further information contact Carol Richards on Oxford 01865 712299 email leysdvpc@hotmail.com 


Oxford fitter and healthier than ever! 


OXFORD'S population are now fitter 
and feeling healthier than ever, newly 
released data has shown. 

During the 2011 Census, the 
Government asked the public to rate 
their general health as either ‘very 
good’, ‘good, ‘fair’, ‘bad’ or ‘very bad’. 

Across Oxford, 89.6 per cent of 
people aged 16 to 64 reported their 
general health as either ‘very good’ 
or ‘good’. 

Not a single one of Oxford’s 24 
wards fell below the average for 
England, which saw 81.2 per cent of 
people report their general health as 
either ‘very good’ or ‘good’. 

The top wards were Holywell (96.2 
per cent), North (94.5 per cent) and 
St Margaret's (94.2 per cent); while 
the bottom wards were Littlemore 
(84 per cent), Northfield Brook (83.7 
per cent) and Blackbird Leys (81.2 per 
cent). 


At the last Census, in 2001, five 
areas of Oxford fell below the then 
national average, which saw 70.2 per 
cent of people saying their health 
was either ‘very good’ or ‘good’. 

These five areas were Barton and 
Sandhills (65.9 per cent), Blackbird 
Leys (63.3 per cent), Cowley (69.8 
per cent), Northfield Brook (66.7 per 
cent), and Rose Hill and Iffley (70.1 per 
cent). 

The data was revealed in the City 
Council's latest Chart of the Month, 
which was released yesterday (25/5). 

Oxford City Council has 
consistently invested heavily in sports 
and leisure facilities. 

In the last two years, the City 
Council has completed: 

@ £9m Leys Pools and Leisure Centre 

@ £4.7m Rose Hill Community 
Centre, which includes a gym 

@ £4.5m of improvements to the 


city’s sports pavilions 

@ £900,000 Oxford Spires Sport 
& Fitness (£500,000 from the City 
Council) 

@ £316,000 of outdoor gym 
equipment across the city’s parks 

@ £180,000 refurbishment of 
Horspath Athletics and Sports 
Ground 

Latest figures show that more than 
half a million people have now visited 
the Leys Pools and Leisure Centre 
since it opened. 

The centre had 575,000 visitors 
between January 2015 and March 
2016, which compares to 339,500 
people who visited the old Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre, Blackbird Leys 
Pool and Temple Cowley Pools during 
the same period in 2013/14. 

Earlier this year Oxford was named as 
the fittest city in the UK. 

Asurvey of 2,000 adults, carried 


out by Adapt Nutrition, found that 
residents in Oxford do more exercise 


than those who live in other UK cities. 


The research found 74 per cent of 
those asked in Oxford worked out at 
least once a week. 

Separately, Sport England’s Active 
People Survey (APS) found that more 
people in Oxford are now taking part 
in sport at least once a week. 

When the survey was first carried 
out in 2005/06, only 38.3 per cent of 
Oxford residents were participating 
in sport at least once a week, but 
the 2014/15 survey shows that 
46.1 per cent of residents are now 
participating in sport at least once a 
week. 

By comparison, just 36.9 per cent 
of residents in the South East, and 
35.5 per cent across England, took 
part in sport at least once a week in 
2014/15. 


Councillor Linda Smith, Executive 
Board Member for Leisure, Parks and 
Sport, said: “Improving access to 
sports and leisure facilities has been 
and remains a key priority for the City 
Council. 

“We are acutely aware that there 
remain health inequalities between 
parts of the city, with a 15 percentage 
point gap between Holywell and 
Blackbird Leys wards, and this is 
something the City Council has been 
and will continue to focus on. 

“We are hopeful that the 
significant uptake of sports and 
leisure in Blackbird Leys since the 
opening of the Leys Pools and 
Leisure Centre will help improve 
these figures, but the City Council 
will not take its eye off the ball and 
will continue to push for improved 
facilities across the city.” 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 


Thanks to the Blackbird Leys Parish Council for sponsoring this page 


For Parish Council information please call 01865 716943 or go to www.leysonline.net 
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Hairy 


bring young and 
old together 


STUDENTS and staff from 
The Oxford Academy took 
part in a new BBC series to 
encourage intergenerational 
friendships. 

Featuring The Hairy Bikers, 
Si King and Dave Myers, 
pensioners and teenagers 
were paired up to see if 12 


unlikely couples spending 
time together as equals can 
transform lives. 


The pensioners have their 


frailties and issues, including 
bereavements, loneliness 
and scepticism about the 
‘youth of today’ to contend 
with. While the teens are 


struggling with chequered 
academic records, bullying 
and low self-esteem, with 
the added pressure of life- 
changing exams ahead. 

The ambitious hope is that 
these strange bedfellows can 
push each other in new ways 
- and in the process improve 
their health, wellbeing and 
cognitive skills. 

In the first episode Si 
and Dave met head teacher 
Niall McWilliams and pupils 
from the Oxford Academy. 
They set out to search for 
willing senior participants 
for the intergenerational 
experiment. 

Jacub, 13, is paired with 70 
year-old former kitchen-fitter 
Clive. Jacub has ADHD and is 
struggling to cope with his 
dad's suicide eight years ago. 
Clive’s youngest son died 
ten years ago from a drug 
overdose. 

Meanwhile, 13 year-old 
Tawne - who suffers bullying 
both in school and online — is 
partnered with 65 year-old 
former nurse Judy, who was 
also a victim of bullying, to 
help try and boost her self- 
esteem. Robbie, 16, cares for 
his mum who has Multiple 
Sclerosis, which means he 


often misses school. He is 
partnered with 62 year-old 
ex-supermarket manager 
Rick who has lived alone for 
ten years. 

And, with a shared love 
of boxing, at first 16 year-old 
Wez gets on well with his 
partner 71 year-old Dave - 
but when Dave casts doubt 
on boxing as a career option, 
their partnership looks like 
it might already be on the 
ropes. 

Old School with the 
Hairy Bikers is produced in 
partnership with The Open 
University. It is part of the 
BBC's volunteering season Do 
Something Great. 

Si King said: “What we 
want to do with Old School 
is to bring our teens and 
old folk together to form 
partnerships and help 
each other grow, together. 
Hopefully it could make 
the world and our local 
communities a better place.” 

Dave Myers said: “We want 
to use the power of BBC telly 
to make a difference — to spur 
people into action. We'll do 
our best and give it a go — it’s 
worth it!” 


Exam techniques 
vs daily life 


I PRESENT to you a problem. 
Not a big problem, rather an 
inconvenience. A little niggle, if 
you will. Casting my mind back to 
a few years ago when all I did in 
my spare time was read. | loved 
reading about new characters, 
new adventures, new places, but 
the real love was in the story. 


Just the basic plot was pure joy 


for me. Fast forward to now. | still 
love reading, love new characters 
and places and adventures, but 
I cannot simply enjoy the plot. 
Why? Because every line, every 
word, out of habit produces a 
question in my head: what did 
the writer really mean by this? 
Of course, with books such 
as The Great Gatsby or To killa 
Mockingbird, it isn't so bad, as 
books like them are filled with 
metaphors, social commentary, 
and important issues. However, 
if I’m reading perhaps The Secret 


MEG’S TEEN 
CORNER 


By Meghan McCaule 


Dreamworld of a Shopaholic, the 
habit leads to irritation. Not every 
novel is packed with deeper 
meanings but I've been trained 
to dig at every line as if... Well, 

as if | was sitting an exam. | want 
to enjoy a funny book, not feel 
like a failure for not being able to 
find links to racism or the political 
beliefs of the time. 

Maths has equal consequence 
- browsing round a shop and 
seeing sale signs with all kinds 
of percentages makes me feel 
required to work out the original 
price of a coat that costs £40 
after having the price reduced 
by 15%, or the price of one can 
of soup if there is an offer. On the 
brighter side, as a maths lover this 
is neither an annoying habit nor 
one that | hope to be rid of. 

This does mean that the entire 
‘put when will we ever use this in 
real life’ argument is now useless, 
as it turns out they weren't lying 
when they said it'll come up more 
than we think. 


Big summer celebration 
planned for the Leys 


PLANS for this year’s Leys 
Horticultural Festival are 
gathering speed, and organisers 
hope that more visitors than 
ever will support the event and 
try out some of the activities on 
offer. 

David Growcott from the 
Leys Festival and Horticultural 
Show Steering Group, said:“We 
are really excited about this 
year’s event. It is fantastic that 
we could bring the Festival and 
the Horticultural Show together 
into one big celebration of all the 
fantastic things that go in the 
area. The display area is going to 
be a hub of activity throughout 
the day but there will be so 
much else to do around the site. 
Whether you want to try outa 
new sport - or one you haven't 
played for years, learn about 
creepy crawlies, hit the bouncy 
castle or relax with a spot of yoga 
or meditation, this year’s event 
will be the place to be!” 

Among the attractions 
planned for the day will be a 
bird of prey display, a mini- 
beast stall, a martial arts display, 


performances from Shakespeare 
plays by the children of the 
schools with actor Richard Kidd, 
a dance display from KC dance 
School and scientists from the 
Oxford University with have- 
a-go activities. Visitors will also 


have a chance to relax and take 
part in Yoga and meditation 
sessions and pupils from the 
Blackbird Academy Trust will be 
busy organising a whole range 
of activities. 

The Horticultural Show is 
open to everyone with around 


Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council 


20 categories, and more than 
20 other stalls and activities are 
already confirmed. 

All activities are free or low 
cost with activities limited to £1, 
and providers have promised 
to keep their prices as low as 
possible too. 

David added: “We will 
have noticeably fewer ‘large 
inflatables’ this year. This 
primarily comes down to cost 
but we feel that with the extra 
attractions brought through the 
horticultural show, particularly 
the animal based attractions but 
also the number of things school 
children will be directly involved 
in on the day, this will bring a 
large number of families and 
other visitors along.” 

The Leys Horticultural Show 
and Festival will take place on 
Saturday July 2 from 12noon 


- 4pm, and The Blackbird 


Academy Trust, Blackbird Leys 
Parish Council, MYOX4 Lifeline, 
Leys Voice, the Oxford Polish 
Association and Oxford City 
Council are all working together 
to organise the event 


Next Meeting Dates: 


@ Tuesday 28 June, 7pm, 
@ Tuesday 26 July, 7pm, 


in the Jack Argent Room, BBL Community Centre. 


Parish Councillors 

Gordon Roper (Chair), Ann Booker (Vice Chair), John Dillon, 
Chris Hatton, Daniel Jones, Kelvin Launchbury and Pat 
Stannard. 


For further details telephone 
07754 271831 (9am-5pm) 


que 
Blackbird Leys 


Parish Council 


Send email to 
bblparishcouncil@gmail.com 


For further details of Parish Council news, meetings, minutes 
and other activities in Blackbird Leys please go to the 
community website: 


www.blackbirdleysparishcouncil.gov.uk 
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Easy make cake 
stand 


By Jane Yates 


SUMMER is nearly here, so 
this is the time for afternoon 
tea, which | am a great fan 
of. To make a centerpiece to 
show off your cream scones 
make this easy cake stand. 
You will need a large plate 
and a glass desert bowl, both 
of which can be found in 
charity shops, mine together 
cost less than a pound. 
Also you will need a tube of 
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epoxy resin glue, which cost 
one pound in the Pound Shop 
in Cowley Centre, and will 
glue six cake stands so you 
can share the love and give 
them as gifts! 

Wear gloves, this stuff is 
really sticky when its mixed. 
Open a window as its smells 
bad. To use follow instructions 
on the packet. 

Add the glue to the plate 
rather than the bowl and then 
position and leave to harden. 

| say this as the first six cake 
stands | made, | put the glue 
on the bottom of the bowl 
and then stuck the plate on 
top and all six were off centre. 

Leave to dry for half an 
hour. Make scones, invite 
friends, enjoy! 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Thousands flock to festival 


By Richard Chidwick 


THE Common People festival held at 
South Parks, showcased emerging and 
established talent from local musicians 
to international artists. 

Artists including eighties pop icons 
Duran Duran, indie pop legends Primal 
Scream, Ghost Poet, Public Enemy 
and Gaz Coombes played on the main 
stage. Emerging artists played on the 
Uncommon Stage and a hospitality 
Drum n Bass stage put on a variety of 
different acts and MCs to showcase 
some of the latest tunes and sounds. 

This was a festival for different 


genres of music including Hip Hop RnB, 


This seemed like the perfect day to 
come to a music festival, we all love 
music we are all music loving people. | 
was in a band called Expensive Habit it 
was bluesy rock and roll, from the 70s 
era. lm from Hertfordshire originally 
and also live in New York, I'd also love 
to see Public Enemy and Ghost Poet as 
well.” 

Festival goer Dean added: “There is 
a lovely vibe here. Great weather, great 
bands on tonight love Primal Scream 
and Public Enemy it’s really cool.” 

Vienna Ditto who performed at the 
festival said: “It’s fantastic. We are very 
much an Oxford band and the best 
stage was the Uncommon Stage.” 
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The Leys Children's Centre Summer Program 
For more information phone 01865 773263 


TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
21 22 


MONDAY 


1 
Summer PEEP 
1-2pm 
Singing and reading with 


your child, suitable for 
children aged 1 to 3yrs. 


Summer PEEP 
1-2pm 
Singing and reading with 
your child, suitable for 
children aged 1 to 3yrs. 


15 
Summer PEEP 
1-2pm 
Singing and reading with 
your child, suitable for 
children aged 1 to 3yrs 


22 
Summer PEEP 
1-2pm 
Singing and reading with 
your child, suitable for 
children aged 1 to 3yrs. 


29 
Bank Holiday 


Centre Closed 


Chidren’s Centres www.theleyschildrenscentre.org 


27 


Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 


*For children aged birth 

to 8 yrs where one of the 

children is 5yrs or under. 
Lunch available 


Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 


*For children aged birth 

to 8 yrs where one of the 

children is 5yrs or under. 
Lunch available 
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Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 


*For children aged birth 

to 8 yrs where one of the 

children is 5yrs or under. 
Lunch available 


Stay & Play 
11am-1.30pm 


*For children aged birth 

to 8 yrs where one of the 

children is 5yrs or under. 
Lunch available 


24 


Summer 
Celebration 
11lam-1.30pm 
Look out for fliers 


31 
Stay & Play 
1lam-1.30pm 


*For children aged birth 

to 8 yrs where one of the 

children is 5yrs or under. 
Lunch available 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
1Ipm-2.30pm 


Breastfeeding Cafe 
1Ipm-2.30pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30pm-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
1Ipm-2.30pm 


Breastfeeding Cafe 
1Ipm-2.30pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30pm-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
1Ipm-2.30pm 


Breastfeeding Cafe 
1Ipm-2.30pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30pm-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
1pm-2.30pm 


Breastfeeding Cafe 
1pm-2.30pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30pm-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
1pm-2.30pm 


Breastfeeding Cafe 
1.00 pm - 2.30 pm 


Midwife Clinic 
12.30pm-2.30pm 
(by appointment) 


New Baby Group 
1Ipm-2.30pm 


Breastfeeding Cafe 


1Ipm-2.30pm 


Job club 
Ipm-3pm 


OUTING: 
Forest School 
(Shotover Park) 
9.30am-12.30pm 
*Pre booking required, 
spaces are limited 


OUTING: 
Forest School 
(Shotover Park) 
9.30am-12.30pm 
*Pre booking required, 
spaces are limited 


OUTING: 
Forest School 
(Wittenham Clumps) 
9.30am-12.30pm 
*Pre booking required, 
spaces are limited 


OUTING: 
Rectory Farm 
9.30am-1.30pm 
*Pre booking required, 
spaces are limited 


OUTING: 
Hinksey Splashpark 
9.30am-1.30pm 
*Pre booking required, 
spaces are limited 


25 
Stay and Play 
in the Park 
11am-1pm 
Gillians Park 


Find us on 


Facebook 


Stay & Play 

11am-1pm 

(bring your 
own picnic lunch) 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


Stay & Play 

11am-1pm 

(bring your 
own picnic lunch) 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 
Dads Session 


Picnic in the park 
10.30am-12.30am 


Stay & Play 
11am-1pm 
(bring your 
own picnic lunch) 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


Stay & Play 

11am-1pm 

(bring your 
own picnic lunch) 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


Stay & Play 

11am-1pm 

(bring your 
own picnic lunch) 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


26 
Stay and Play 
11am-1pm 
(bring your 
own picnic lunch) 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


Oxford Family 
Mediation Drop-in 
9.30am-11.30am 


Stay and Play 
11am-1.30pm 


OXFORDSHIRE 
COUNTY COHIRCIE 


Sure Start 


ni L prs ale 
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FURIOUS Folly takes place as night 
falls ina no-man’s land on the battle 
front between two lines. Audiences 
of up to 2,000 people per night will 
find themselves immersed within 

an unmissable open-air experience 
of sound, light, pyrotechnics and 
performance. Commissioned by 14-18 
NOW, the UK's arts programme for 
the First World War centenary, Furious 
Folly by artist Mark Anderson is one 
of 27 new commissions exploring 
how the Great War has impacted on 
the society we live in now. This is a 
remarkable and moving free outdoor 
event. 

This large-scale, immersive 
experience will take place in Oxford, 
co-promoted by OCM, Oxford 
Playhouse and Oxford Festival of the 
Arts at Magdalen College School. In 
Oxford, Magdalen College School 


Light and pyrotechnics at 
the Furious Folly Show 


to receive the wounded from the 
first encounters of the War while the 
School Field was used for drilling 
the School Cadet Corp. Current MCS 
teacher, David Bebbington, has 
written Mr Brownrigg’s Boys which, 
thanks to meticulous research, tells 
unique accounts of one teacher and 
fifty of his students in the lead up to 
and during The Great War. 

The show will be performed on 
Friday 17 and Saturday 18 June at 
10pm (grounds open at 9.30pm, show 
lasts approx. 40 mins) at School Field, 
Magdalen College School, Cowley PI, 
OX4 1DZ. Age guideline: 12+ 


E Tickets for Furious Folly at Oxford 
Playhouse are free but must be 
booked at the Ticket Office on 
01865 305305 or book online at 
www.oxfordplayhouse.com 


was used as the city’s first hospital 


The Offbeat Festival: 
50 shows in seven days 


OXFORD Playhouse and 
Arts at the Old Fire Station 
present Off Beat, a brand 
new festival in the heart of 
the city showcasing over 50 
shows in seven days that are 
new to Oxfordshire. With 
theatre, dance, comedy, 
music, family shows and 
spoken word, upcoming 
and established artists from 
across the UK will join local 
artists in our own fringe 
festival. 

Running from 20 to 26 
June, the festival will feature 
the best contemporary 
performing arts in the Old 
Fire Station and the Burton 
Taylor Studio at Oxford 
Playhouse. This bold new 
collaboration between 
neighbouring theatres will 
only include work never 
seen in Oxford before. 

Highlights include works 
by local Oxford artists with 
some top notch storytellers 
and spoken word artists 
amongst the festival line- 
up: Lucy Ayrton explores 
the way we use tragedies 
through song and poetry 
in High on the Storm Torn 
Coast; Kuumba Nia Arts 
introduces three remarkable 
women through a journey 
post slavery, Harlem 


renaissance and beyond in 
On Her Own Ground: James 
Webster lets you choose 
your own adventure, in a 
quest to find if you have 
what it takes to save the 
world in Poor Life Choices. 

Amongst the 
performances there will also 
be a screening of Queens 
of Syria, a documentary 
by Yasmin Fedda which 
accompanies the acclaimed 
play of the same name, 
due to tour the UK for three 
weeks in July. The film 
follows 50 Syrian female 
refugees as they come to 
together to rehearse and 
perform an adaptation of 
The Trojan Women. 

With an array of works, 
from shows about our 
favourite films - Shaken 
Not Stirred: The Improvised 
James Bond Film from 
Oxford locals artists 
Alexander Fox and Dom 
O'Keefe - to terrifying 
ghostly tales with a chilling 
violin accompaniment - The 
Book of Darkness & Light - 
there are oodles of shows to 
treat yourself to across the 
festival. The event runs from 
Monday 20 to Sunday 26 
June 2016. 


E For further information or to book tickets, call the 
Ticket Office on 01865 305305 or book online at www. 
ticketsoxford.com or www.offbeatoxford.co.uk 


OUR friends at the Oxford 
Playhouse are offering readers 
the chance to win family 
tickets to the world premiere 
of Peter Pan in Scarlet, the 
best-selling official sequel to 
JM Barrie's Peter Pan, written 
by Carnegie Medal and three 
times Whitbread Children’s 
Book Award winner Geraldine 
McCaughrean. It’s 1929, and 
Wendy and the Lost Boys have 
all grown up when strange 
dreams begin to spill out of 
Neverland. When souvenirs of 
Neverland appear in their beds 
—cutlasses, mermaids & war 
paint - the Lost Boys realise that 
something must be wrong, and 
their friend Peter Pan needs 
their help. 

Wendy and the Lost 
Boys squeeze into their own 
children’s clothes, shrink down 
to their former sizes and, 
armed only with fairy dust, fly 
back to Neverland for one last 
adventure. There are thrills, 


Win Family Tickets to 
Peter Pan in Scarlett 


1919 


spills and much swash-buckling 
derring-do in this action 
packed spectacular as Tootles, 
Slightly, Wendy, John and Peter 
fight wild animals, quarrel 

with fairies, climb treacherous 
mountains and encounter 
curious characters like Ravello, a 
circus ringmaster and Fireflyer, 
the grumpy fairy. 

The book was originally 
commissioned by Great 
Ormond Street Hospital 
Children’s Charity to whom 
Barrie gifted all rights to the 
character and original writings 
in 1929. The novel will be 
brought thrillingly to life by 
director and adapter Theresa 
Heskins, Artistic Director of 
the New Vic Theatre, and an 
award-winning team including 
Aerial Director, Vicki Amedume, 
Artistic Director of circus 
theatre company Upswing, 
composer and Musical Director, 
James Atherton and designer 
Liz Cooke. 


To win a set of family tickets (4 x tickets) for the performance on 
20 August at 5.30pm plus four free ice creams and a programme 
just answer the following question. 


In what year did JM Barrie write the original story Peter Pan? 
1929 C] 


1939 O 


Name: 
Name of parent or guardian: 
Daytime phone number: 


Address: 


| 1 Usual terms and conditions apply. 


Age: 


Please send or email your entry to Leys News, 26 Kingfisher 
l Green, Oxford 0X4 7BX. Email officemanager@leysnews.co.uk 
ı Deadline for entries is the 15 July 2016. 
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Volunteers 
celebrated 
at awards 


THE 2016 Oxfordshire Charity 

and Volunteer Awards was held at 
Oxford Town Hall and attended by 
hundreds of volunteers, charities 
and dignitaries. 

The awards, organised by 
Oxfordshire Community and 
Volunteer Action, help celebrate the 
great work undertaken by charitable 
organisations and individuals across 
the county. 

The Individual awards were 
sponsored by Activate Learning and 
over 50 volunteers were presented 
with a certificate by Sarah Taylor, 
the High Sheriff of Oxfordshire 
and Sally Dicketts, Chief Executive 
Officer of Activate Learning. Sally 
Dicketts said “We are delighted to 
be supporting the Awards which 
serve and recognise the excellent 
work of individuals and groups in 
the county” 

There were ten category 
awards for charities including 


best new group, best innovation, 
environmental, best community 
project and best team of volunteers. 
The Charity of the Year Award 
went to My Life My Choice, a self- 
advocacy organisation that helps 
people with learning disabilities. 
Tim Stevenson OBE, Lord Lieutenant 
of Oxfordshire presented the 
category awards to the following 
winners: 

@ Best New Group Award - The 
Oxford Food Surplus Café 

@ Innovation Award - Farm-ability 
Environmental Award — Rose Hill; 
Iffley Low Carbon 

@ Management of Volunteer 
Awards - Oxford Homeless Medical 
Fund Volunteer Team 

@ Working Together Award 

— Oxfordshire Mental Health 
Partnership Recovery College 

@ Best Community Project - The 
Community Action Group Project 
® Good Neighbour Award - Silver 
Robin 

@ Best Team of Volunteers Award — 
Cogges Manor Farm 

@ Lifetime Achievement Award - 
Aspire Oxford 

@ Charity of the Year - My Life My 
Choice. 


E Further details from OCVA at 
www.ocva.org.uk 


GIG REVIEW 


Bracklesham 
Bay greeted by 
Sparky's Flying 
Circus 


By Richard Chidwick 


OXFORD'S Sparky's Flying 
Circus' Spree by The Sea 
kicked off at the Pond 

Barn Bar and Restaurant, 
Bracklesham with Cosmosis 
playing a spell binding set, 
with support from Porker, 
Blue Fish, Ras Brother John, 
The Clapton Brothers and 
Savannah Hack. 

The excellent Savannah, 
aged 12, started off the night, 
in the sort of fashion that 
put the other bands on the 
back foot with her excellent 
singing. She was also joined 
by her father to accompany 
her on the later cover tracks. 

She said she finds talent 
shows like X Factor on TV 
enjoyable to watch and she 


watches them regularly for 
inspiration in her music. 

Cosmosis have been 
on tour in Wales recently, 
and have a good amount 
of upcoming gigs, and 
an album out now, which 
sounds really professional. | 
feel that Cosmosis are on the 
verge on something bigger 
with their original sound 
really capturing the crowd on 
the night. 

Cosmosis front man Dave 
said: “It did go well and it was 
nice to play in front of these 
people. We played a tune 
called Major Tom, an ode to 
David Bowie.” 

“| wannabe free open my 
door and let me out.” This 
is Ras Brother John’s poetic 
lyric which he recited to me 
post performance which 
typified the night at Sparky's 
Spree by the sea, a night for 
free thinking and dancing 
to the sounds and rhythm 
of Brother John, with the 
effervescent Sparky and host 
for the evening on the form 
of his career. 

The Clapton Brothers also 
played covers from various 
bands with some interesting 


and effective use of slide 
guitar in the Rolling Stones 
Cover Wild Horses. 

Adam Clapton said: “Yeah 
the gig was fun, | love The 
Rolling Stones, | love music.” 

Jason Satchelli fronted a 
two piece band, Blue Fish 
with excellent covers from 
Blur, re-minding everyone 
of their eclectic range of 
tuneage. And all the while 
Sparky who took this motley 
crew on tour was always keen 
to introduce the next act 
smoothly. 

Jason from Blue Fish said: 


“| think Blur were better 

than Oasis, what we are 
writing is in a similar genre, 
although we've got different 
influences, they also played a 
cover of Genesis, my creative 
side is grunge based, | like 
Pearl Jam and Nirvana for 
example.” 

Paul from Porker also filled 
in with some excellent guitar 
playing really wowing the 
audience with his distinctive 
chord patterns. The night was 
a real success. 


Help is at hand from Agnes 


Smith Advice Centre 


THE Agnes Smith Advice 
Centre in Blackbird Leys is 
offering help and advice 
for anyone affected by the 
introduction of the new 
Personal Independence 
Payment. 

The centre helps lots of 
people claim Attendance 
Allowance (AA), Disability 
Living Allowance (DLA), 
and now also deals with 
Personal Independence 
Payments (PIP). 

Clare Charleson from the 
Agnes Smith Centre said: 
“All of these benefits are 
to help disabled people 
with the extra costs of 
their disabilities. They are 
normally paid on top of any 
other benefits. 

Attendance Allowance 
(AA) is for people aged 
65 or over at date of 
claim who need help 
with personal care such 
as washing/bathing 
themselves, getting 
dressed, moving around 
the house, getting to the 
toilet, communicating with 
other people, or constant 
supervision to avoid harm 
to themselves or others.” 

She added: “The lower 
rate is for people who need 
care either during the day 
or at night, and the higher 
rate is for people who need 


time. 


rate. 


help both daytime and 
night time. Attendance 
Allowance is to continue, 
and is not affected by the 
introduction of PIP.” 
Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA) is now 
being phased out, and new 
claims are now being made 
for PIP only. People with 
existing DLA claims will 
be transferred to PIP over 


Personal Independence 
Payment (PIP) — replaces 
DLA for new claims for 
people under 65. 

The daily living component 
is for people who need 
help with personal care 
and managing daily life, 
and there is a mobility 
component for people 
who have problems with 
getting about. 

There is a form to fill in 
and for most people an 
interview with a health 
professional. Depending 
on the severity of the 
condition, people may get 
a standard or an enhanced 


award of DLA, are likely to 
be asked to apply for PIP 
at the time their award 

is coming to an end or if 
they ask for their claim 

to be looked again. You 
need to do this when you 
are asked to, as you will 
be able to choose to stay 
on DLA. As long as you 
make the application by 
the date given in the letter, 


your existing DLA will 


benefit forms." 


times. 


917 2222 


The assessment is done 
on apoints system, adding BI%Se fd 
up points for different 
things people have 
problems with. 

Clare added: “People 
who have a fixed-term 


Canty?) 


“ASAE 


Maitinti 


continue until a decision 
has been made about your 
entitlement to PIP. 

“For all the above 
benefits we advise 
everyone, and it pays to get 
help from an adviser who 
has experience in filling 


E Telephone our 
reception on 770206 to 
make an appointment or 
find out about drop-in 


E Attendance Allowance 
helpline - 0345 605 6055 
New claims for PIP - 0800 


By Beth Speich 


YOU know when you have a skirt 
hanging in your wardrobe that you 
love but know in your heart you'll 
never wear it again - and perhaps 
it'd better suit your daughter? l'm 
going to show you how easy it can 
be to make a few small changes and 
give that skirt a new lease of life. 
This tutorial will work with any 
basic skirt with an elasticated waist. 
Mine was a denim mini circle skirt - 
yours can be any fabric, any length. 


1. Lay a skirt that fits the intended 
wearer on top of the one you're 
going to refashion, to check the 
sizing. As you can see, the denim 
skirt I refashioned was the same 
length as my daughter's zebra print 
skirt(!) and just a few inches bigger at 
the waist. 


2. Unpick the stitching at the seam 
of the waistband, and tug the elastic 
out. Sometimes the elastic is sewn 
into the waistband; in which case 
you'd have to unpick the whole 
stitching line. Hopefully your skirt 
will be like mine where it’s made 
with a casing for the elastic to be 
threaded through. 


3. Measure the amount of elastic, 
folded, to the difference in the 
waistbands of this skirt and the one 
you used as a guide in step one. Cut 
this excess elastic off. 


4. Overlap the elastic and sew a 
good strong box shape to hold the 


ends together. It doesn’t matter how 
neat this is as it won't be seen! 


5. Tuck the elastic back inside, and 
handstitch up the gap. That's the 
waistband sorted. 


6. Now you just need to alter the 
length. My skirt was actually the 
right length so | could have left it; 
but I chose to redo the hem as it 
wasn't very neatly sewn by the high 
street store manufacturers. To do 
this, measure and mark where you 
want the hem to lie, and cut the 
excess fabric off the bottom. 


7. Hem the skirt by folding and 
ironing the hem up 1cm, then 
folding and ironing it another 1cm 
to tuck under all the raw edge. Sew 
from the underside, close to the fold. 


That's it; you now have a skirt that 
will be worn and loved. 


HOW TO: Refashion a skirt 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk TT: 01865 711756 


Thanks to Oxford Brookes University for sponsoring this page. 


If you are interested in studying at Oxford Brookes please call Sobia Afridi on 01865 484826 
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Students pack for good 
ml Peg = See g = 


li ta 
kitchenware and small 
electricals, such as hair-dryers 
and hair-straighteners. 
Through the scheme, the 
BHF will provide donation 
points on both university 


E To more information 

and to locate your nearest 
clothing bank, please 
contact Karen or Amanda on 
stockdonation@bhf.org.uk. 
To locate your nearest BHF 


campaign, now in its fourth 
year, will see the unwanted 
items donated to provide vital 
stock for BHF shops. 

As they move out at the 
end of term, students and 
staff at both universities 


z = p» 
OXFORD City Council, the 
University of Oxford and 
Oxford Brookes University 
have partnered with British 
Heart Foundation (BHF) shops 
to encourage students to 
donate their unwanted items 


as they move out at the end 


of term. 
The Pack For Good 


CDs, DVDs, books, 


are encouraged to donate 
clothing, shoes, accessories, 


city. 


campuses, as well as 


shop visit bhf.org.uk/shops 
providing 10 clothing banksat or call 0800 915 3000. 
key drop off points across the 


students from Oxford 
Brookes University 
have contributed to 
an exhibition that 
celebrates the role of 
the humble garden 
shed in the creative 
industries. 

Artists and designers 
Jeni Burnell and 
Patrick Stimpson from 
the Oxford-based 
architectural practice 
Space Program Ltd, 
developed the concept 
for Shed Space with Arts 
and the Old Fire Station. 

Jeni Burnell, who 
is also a researcher at 
Oxford Brookes’ Centre 
for Development and 
Emergency Practice 
(CENDEP) said: “The 
humble garden shed 
has always featured as a 
backdrop in the creative 
industries being used 
by music composers 
and authors through to 


designers. 

“Recently the 
shed has undergone 
somewhat of a revival 
with people setting 
up home offices and 
creative escapes at 
the bottom of their 
garden. This exhibition 
celebrates that creativity 
and captures the 
enjoyment around such 
endeavours.” 

Central to the 
exhibition will be a 
full-size garden shed 
built within the Old Fire 
Station's main gallery. 
Complete with green 
roof, the shed will 
become a workshop 
for visiting artists who 
will bring crafts such as 
basket making, knitting, 
card design, jewellery 
design, architectural 
model making and 
woodcarving in to the 
shed. 


Inside the shed 
installation will be an 
elaborate scale model 
of a garden scene, 
complete with 18 
miniature sheds which 
are a mix of realistic and 
whimsical architectural 
designs developed with 
students from Oxford 
Brookes University. 

These sheds include 
a ‘Sweetie Shed’ 
designed by architecture 


student Katie Reilly who 
describes it as “An edible 
escape for children in a 
yummy playhouse at the 
bottom of the garden 
where imagination runs 
wild and friendships 
blossom.” Other mini 
sheds include ‘Bike Shed’ 
made from recycled bike 
parts including chains, 
cogs and spokes; ‘Nature 
Shed’ inspiring quiet 
contemplation under 


a canopy of woven 
willow; and ‘Exploding 
Shed’ which captures a 
shed taking shape after 
escaping from a small 
case. 


E Shed Space will 
take place at Arts and 
the Old Fire Station 
in central Oxford 
between Friday 20 
May and Saturday 2 
July. 


Brookes Bridges 


BROOKES Bridges, a programme 
of free short courses for adult 
learners from a disadvantaged 
area or background, won 

an award from the National 
Education Opportunities Network 
(NEON). 

The NEON Awards 2016 
celebrate success in widening 
access to higher education, and 
also recognise the students 
who have progressed to higher 
education from disadvantaged 
backgrounds and their journey. 
Brookes Bridges won the NEON 
Widening Access Initiative 
(Outreach) Award. The ceremony 
took place today in London at the 
Palace of Westminster. Gordon 
Marsden MP, Shadow Minister 
of Higher Education, Further 
Education and Skills hosted and 
presented the awards. 

Sobia Afridi, Brookes Bridges 
Manager at Oxford Brookes 
University said: “I was very proud 
that my Brookes Bridges project 
was shortlisted, so to actually win 
the award is fantastic! 

“It is such a fabulous project 
that has enabled us to target 
and raise the aspirations of adult 
learners from disadvantaged and 


underrepresented communities 
in both Oxfordshire and the 
surrounding area. 

“The students doing the 
courses are inspirational and 
hardworking and | am always so 
impressed with their commitment. 
| enjoy being able to help raise 
their levels of understanding 
about higher education and study 
options and also equip them with 
skills and greater confidence.” 

Oxford Brookes has been 
running Brookes Bridges for seven 
years. In 2013 it was nominated 
in the Commitment to Widening 
Participation category of The 
Guardian University Awards. 

The courses are delivered 
by Oxford Brookes and partner 
colleges in partnership with local 
community groups. The courses 
offered cover varied subjects, 
such as community journalism, 

IT skills, English language, study 
skills, leadership and degree taster 
courses. 


E More information about 
NEON can be found here www. 
educationopportunities.co.uk/ 
neon-events/ 


Gateway 
for Leys 
students 


A NEW learning programme for 
16-18-year-olds has launched in 
Blackbird Leys. 

Abingdon and Witney 
College’s Gateway programme 
will now be available to those in 
Blackbird Leys. The programme 
focuses on preparing young 
people for progression onto a 
suitable course, employment or 
an apprenticeship and will be 
based at Blackbird Leys Library 
and Learning Centre. 

The aim of the Gateway 
programme is to act as a flexible 
educational environment which 
engages with young people. The 
programme will offer a study 
programme of tailored workshop 
sessions which will help students 
overcome their personal barriers 
to learning. The programme 
will help students improve their 
functional skills in English and 
Maths and it will enable them to 
re-engage with college without 
travelling to the college sites at 
Abingdon or Witney. 


Geri Cruse, Curriculum 
Manager for Gateway, said: 

“We are very excited about the 
new programme that will be 
available in Blackbird Leys. The 
programme will allow people 

to develop in a comfortable 
environment and work out what 
it is they want to do in the future, 
without any pressure. We can 
help them nurture the skills they 
need to progress.” 

The programme is for 16-18 
year olds who are not currently 
in education, employment or 
training, who may have missed 
school because of personal 
issues such as illness or caring 
responsibilities, for those that 
have not worked out what they 
would like to do and for those 
who have started their A Levels 
but have decided that isn’t 
the right route for them. The 
programme will allow students 
to try out different things before 
committing to a new course at 
college. Students on the course 
will have access to great tutors 
and will be treated like an adult 
and supported throughout in 
order to ensure they reach their 
full potential. 


E To find out more about the 
Gateway programme call 
01235 216269. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


Reach new customers in your 
local area with a Leys News 
Classified ad. 


Advertise your business from 
as little as £10 per issue (when 
booking for 12 months). 


To book your space ring John 
on 01865 711756 


ELECTRICIANS 


Calvin Pennant 
71 Long Lane, Oxford 0X4 3TN. 
T 07960 328170 


Hawtin Electrical 

@ 07811 401279 
jameshawtin@hawtin-electrical.co.uk 
www.hawtin-electrical.co.uk 


COMPUTERS 


Friendly Computer Support 
T 01865 469069 

& 07884318 464 
efaria@gmx.co.uk 


CLEANING 


Molly Maid 
Oxford. 
T 01865 327361 


CARERS 


Acquire Care 
Oxford Science Park, 0X4 4GP. 
T 01865 338050 


CHILDMINDING 


Arar Childminding 
T 07417 439520 
ararchildminding@gmail.com 


FAST/TAKEAWAY FOOD 
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Unit 16, Chiltern Business Centre 
Garsington Road, 0X4 6NG 
T 01865 395999 or 712800 


Chillies Indian Cuisine 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EX. 
T 01865 775849 


Dominos Pizza 
57 Between Towns Road, 0X4 3LR. 
01865 777137 


Cafe Spice 

98/98a The Parade, Rose Hill, 0X4 4HX 
2 01865 747575 
info@cafespiceoxford.co.uk 


Papa John’s Pizza 
80 Rose Hill, Oxford, 0X4 4HS. 
T 01865 402050 


Pizza Hut 

3 Courtlands Rd, Rose Hill, 
OX4 4HS. 

T 01865 236116 

Pizza Polo 


34 Cowley Rd, Littlemore, 0X4 4LD. 
@ 01865 425630 


FLORISTS 


Joe Austin 
174 Cowley Road, 0X4 6NQ. 
@ 01865 792037 


The Garden 
99—100 The Market, 0X1 3YD. 
@ 01865 240709 


Acorn Nursery 
Stadhampton, Oxford. 
01865 891663 
Oxford Garden Centres 
South Hinksey, 0X1 5AR. 
T 01865 326066 
Pathway Workshop 
Dunnock Way, 0X4 7EF. 

T 01865 714111 


Wyevale Garden Centre 
Suthern-By-Pass, Oxford. 
T 01865 326066 


LITTLE STEPS CLOTHING 
children / babies fashion 
dothing at low prices. 
Littlestepsclothing.co.uk 


Start your own business 
with Neals Yard Remedies. 
T Katie 395960 
kches2001@yahoo.com 


HAIRDRESSERS 


Hair & Body Shop 
Ozone Park, Grenoble Rd, 0X4 4XP. 
@ 01865 775817 


Beyond Hair & Beauty 

94 Blackbird Leys Rd, 0X4 6HS. 
@ 01865 778709 

Spirit Hair Design 
01865 777515 
spirithairdesign@gmail.com 


PERSIA HAIR DESIGN 
Professional, experienced in threading 
eyebrow/full face. Beauty treatments, 
holistictherapy and hairdressing 

20 Florence Park Rd, Cowley, Oxford 0X4 
3PH 

T 01865 777059 
www.persiahairdesign.co.uk 


HEALTH & BEAUTY 


Phyllida Chappell 

Holistic Therapist. 

1 Forget-me-not Way, 0X4 7ZD. 
T 01865 749220 
phyllidachappell@yahoo.com 
www.holistictherapistoxford.co.uk 


Bathe in Beauty 

The Ozone Health and Fitness Club, 
Kassam Stadium. 

T 01865 335300 
www.batheinbeauty.co.uk 


Lisa's Beauty and Tanning 
T 07887296583 
www.facebook.com/ 
LisasbeautyandTanning 


PLUMBERS 


Roy Barrett 
154 Herschel Cres, OX4 3TY. 
01865 242641 


Safe Heating & Plumbing 
37 Druce Way, 0X4 61). 
01865 772303 


Hanson's Plumbing & Heating 
22 Hawthorn Close, OX2 9DY. 
01865 244172 


PROPERTY 


We can pay £20,000 more! 


JA 4 bedmem houses URGENTLY 
remedied) Wie willl newt or buyi 


Problem selling or renting your 
residential or rental property? 
Difficulty selling or renting? 
(Dy Want a fast sale at near market price? 
& Solutions for properties with little or 
there may bea solution for you. 
@ Call Marilyn on 
01865 308067 
or 07990 630 332 


E: marilyn@soloassist.co.ok 


no equity, refurbishment work taken 
on. Whatever your circumstances 


TAXIS 


ABC 
70A Hollow Way, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 597029 


Air Link Oxford 
24 Vicarage Close, 0X4 2NH. 
01865 434040 


Oxford Cars 
Regus, 7200 The Quorum, 0X4 212. 
01865 406070 


WINDOW CLEANERS 


MRF 
37 Green Hill, 0X4 7UD. 
01865 777889 


Taylors Windows 
Greater Leys. 
T 01865 773486 


CALLING ALL 
SPORTSMEN 
AND WOMEN! 


Would you like 
your sporting 


achievements 
featured in Leys 
News? 


Email us at 
editor@leysnews.co.uk 
or call 01865 711756 


New courses at BLITZ 


The BLITZ IT hub is offering new courses to help people who live in the 
Leys to improve their IT and computer skills. 


IT Bridge class: Ten sessions starting on Monday June 6, ending on 
Thursday July 7, every Monday and Thursday afternoon from 12.30 
until 2.45pm. 


IT Beginners class: Six sessions starting Monday June 6 and running 
on Monday mornings from 9.30am until 12 noon until Monday July 11. 


a OXFORDSHIRE 
[ices gaor COUNCIL 
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BROOKES Blackbird Leys 
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ADVICE 


E Agnes Smith Advice Centre 

96 Blackbird Leys Road. Gives free 
independent and impartial debt advice 
and counselling. 

Drop-in sessions: Mondays, 10am—12pm 
and Fridays, 10am—12pm. 

Also in the Farmhouse, 

Tues and Thurs, 10am—12pm. 

T 01865 770206 


E Young People's Jobshop 

Every Wednesday, 1.30—3pm at the Early 
Intervention Blackbird Leys Young People 
Centre. Ages 16-19. 

Speak to an advisor for FREE one-to-one 
advice. 


E Leys Job Club 

Free support for anyone who would like 
help with learning or training, or would like 
to consider a new job, or taking up work for 
the first time. 

Sessions are held at the Youth and 
Community Centre every Wednesday from 
10am—12pm. Just drop in. 

Other job club sessions are held in the 
children’s Centre, please call for details. 

T all or text, 0793 1400 108 


CHILDREN 


m New Baby Group 

Inc. Breastfeeding Café 
Wednesdays, 1pm—2.30pm at Leys 
Children’s Centre, Cuddesdon Corner. 
T Contact Mikko Enticknap for 
Baby Group and Camille Kalaja for 
Breastfeeding Café 

01865 773263 

E Blackbird Leys Youth Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road. Variety of activities 
and advice for young people. 

T 01865 772886. 

m BLAP Afterschool Club 

Outdoor and indoor activities for yrs 
8-13 in a structured environment. 
3.15-5.30pm. £1.50 per session 

T 07530933690 and 01865 236646 
blap76@yahoo.co.uk 

m Maluchy group 

For Polish speaking families with children 
ages 0—5 years. Second Saturday in the 
month, 10.15am—11.45am, at Children's 
Centre, Cuddesdon Corner, Cuddesdon 
Way. 

T Agata, 07874 187 704 
Brownies 

Holy Family Church Hall. 

Jennifer Pleass, 07886 757338 
bblbrownies@gmail.com 

E 35th Oxford Scout Group 
Duncan Bowler, 

0776 6293353 


DOVECOTE AFTERSCHOOL CLUB 
Runs Tuesday to Thursday, 3.30— 
5.15pm, £1.30 per session. 

T 01865 712299 

and 07974 234661 


Em Oxfordshire (The Rifles) 
Battalion Army Cadet Force 
Thursdays, 7.30—9.30pm at Sandy Lane 
West. Boys and girls ages 13 to 18. 

T 01869 259681 


E Mother and Toddler Bounce 
Trampoline Sessions suitable for 
mothers and toddlers held on 
Thursdays, 10.30—11.30am. Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre. 

T Fiona, 07891 419793 


E Strawbery Fayre Majorettes 
Training every Wednesday at the Barn 
in Nightingale Avenue, Greater Leys, 
6.30—8.45pm. 

T Eleen Filer, 01865 717781 


E Teenage Rounders Class 
Tuesdays, 4—5pm 

£1.20. For 14—18 year olds Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre 


E Rainbows 

For girls aged 5-7 years. 

Fridays during term time, 5.30—6.30pm, 
at the Holy Family Church Hall on 
Cuddesdon Way. 

@ Alexandra, 07804 500313 


E Air Cadets 

Mon and Wed, 7.30—9.30pm, 

Sandy Lane West. 

Boys and girls aged 12% to 20 years. 
T 01865 777055 
0c.2210@aircadets.org 


EDUCATION 


m Able Centre 

Cuddesdon Way. Free courses in Maths 
and English. 

T Nicky, 01865 7286 


BLACKBIRD LEYS LIBRARY 
Cuddesdon Way. 

Books, DVDs, audio books, use of 
computers for adults and children, 
photocopying etc. 

Opening times: 

Mon, Wed, Thur: 9am—12pm and 
1.30—5pm 

Tue: 9am—12pm 

Sat: 9.30am—12.30pm 

Friday Closed. 


@ 01865 770403 


E The Oxford Community Choir 
All welcome. 

Œ Hannah, 07512 364367 
hannah 


E Irish dancing 
Sacred Heart Hall. Weds and Thurs, 5pm. 


E Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 
Cuddesdon Way. The Club is looking 
for new members. Open night every 
Tuesday from 6pm. 

T David Buckwell, 01865 881735 
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or Gordon Roper, 01865 361047 


E Girls Football (15+) 
Mondays, 6.30pm. FREE. 

T Marc Fleckney, 07920 463623 
Mafleckney@gmail.com 


Œ Indoor Bowls Club 

Sandy Lane West. Club is looking for 
new members and invites men, women, 
boys and girls of all ages and abilities. 
T 01865 775891 

or email oxbowls1@yahoo.co.uk 


LEYS POOLS 

AND LEISURE CENTRE 

Opening Hours 

Monday to Friday: 6am—10pm 
Saturday: 6am—8pm 

Sunday: 8am-8pm 

Bank Holiday: 7am—8pm 

Pegasus Road, Blackbird Leys, Oxford, 
0X4 6JL 

T 0844893 3222 


OXFORD UNITED EDUCATION 
AND FOOTBALL ACADEMY 

Still spaces available for our 
Education and Football course for 
boys and girls aged 16-19. 

Please email Chad for more details. 
01865 336138 
chadwoollands@oxfordunitedlearning. 
co.uk 

www.oulfc.co.uk 


OLDER PEOPLE 


m Walking Football 

Oxford City FC, Saturdays, 10—11am. 
Waking football, does what is says on 
the tin! Football but no running allowed. 
£3.50. 

Anna McKay, 01235 849403 
annamckay@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 


m Monday & Friday Lunch Club 
Frys Court, 2 Nightingale Avenue, 
OX47W). 

T Anne Appleton, 422231 


E Over 60s Bingo Club 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Blackbird Leys Bowls Club 

T David Stonehill 01865 777074 
or Anne Ranger 01865 430504 


\o/ 
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THE OXFORD CATHOLIC CARIBBEAN ASSOCIATION 


Walsingham Pilgrimage 


Sunday 26 June 2016 
Adults £22, Children £12 


Please book early to avoid disappointment 


£10 deposit when you book. 
All money to be paid by 21 June. 


E For details contact Olive or Margaret 
0n01865 772133 or 01865 425685 
or 01865 763732 or 01865 767637 


Pickup from 


7am — BI Dominic Barberi, Littlemore 

7.10am — The Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Balfour Road 
7.20am — Cowley Centre 

7.30am — Our Lady’s Hollow Way 

7.35am — St Francis, Hollow Way 

7.45am — Headington Post Office 


E: mail@leysnews.co.uk T: 01865 711756 


E Skiptrix Fitness Class 

Get fit, tone and lose weight. 
Thursdays, 6.30—7.15pm at the Ark T 
Centre, Cowley. 

Satudays, 10—10.45am at the Barn, 
BBLeys. £4 per class. 

T Trish, 07957754355 
trishwisdom@yahoo.co.uk 


E Yoga For All 
Experienced Yoga teacher. 
T Linda Highland, 01865 432570 


Œ ZUMBA Fitness Party 

Tues, 6.30—7.30pm at The Oxford 
Academy School, Sandy Lane West. 

T 07714 248177 zumbasarahoxford@ 
gmail.com www.zumbasarahoxford.com 


E The Listening Centre 

Counselling service based at Cuddesdon 
Corner Family Centre. 

T 01865 794794 


WELCOME EVENTS FOR LOCAL 
OVER-50s 


New to the Leys CDI Clockhouse Project? 


Meet others at these FREE, friendly 
socials. Our community project is for 
everyone aged 50 and over, living on 
the Leys. We run lots of great, low-cost 
activities. Please tel: 01865 395908 for 
details of next welcome event. 


OVER-50s ADVICE 
FREE monthly, confidential, advice at 


the Clockhouse (benefits, debt, housing, 


consumer issues), with an adviser 
from Agnes Smith Advice Centre. Next 
one: Monday 27 June. Please book an 


appointment (tel: 395908): 10am—12pm, 


or DROP IN from: 12—12.30pm. 


MONDAY TEA-TIME SOCIAL FOR OVER 
50s 


Tea-time social club for a friendly cup of 


tea and a chat. Scrabble and dominoes 
if you feel like a game — or just enjoy 


meeting and chatting with others! Every 


Monday, 1.30—3.30pm (except bank 
holidays). £1. Tel: 395908. 


AGE UK INFORMATION DROP-IN 
Regular monthly sessions at the 
Clockhouse. If you are over 50, or are 
supporting someone over 50, and need 
help, advice or information, please drop 
in for a chat with a friendly Age UK 
community information worker. FREE. 


Next one: Monday 27 June 2016. Drop in 


any time from 2-3.30 pm. 


E Oxfordshire Mind 

Short courses, groups and other support 
are available for anyone with a mental 
health problem. To find out more drop 
in to the Cowley Wellbeing Centre in St 
James’ Hall, 26 Between Towns Road. 
T 01865 247788 


E Tai Chi & Qigong 

Class every Thursday morning 9.45— 
10.45am. Ark T Centre, Crowell Road, 
Cowley. £5 and £6. First class half price. 
T 07974185554 


E Rosewood Club 

for people with dementia 

Open weekdays, 9.30am—3pm. Providing 
astimulating, enjoyable and social day 
while your family carer gets a well-earned 
break. £12 per day all inclusive, plus a 
transport charge if used. 

@ To arrange an informal visit call Julie 
Perks 749349 or email 

rosewood @daybreak-oxford.org.uk 


E Survivors 

Fridays and Saturdays, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre, 9.30am—3pm. 

A self-help group of people who use 

or have used Mental Health Services, 
working together to get support or to 
share experiences. Lunch available for £1. 
T 07729 581975 


E MYOX4 

Community recovery project for 
individuals wishing to achieve and 
maintain abstinence from drugs and 
alcohol also promoting healthy lifestyles 
and wellbeing with free and confidential 
advice and support. 

9 Knights Rd, Blackbird Leys, Oxford. OX4 
6HU 

T 01865 778163 

E: seanqualter.lifeline@gmail.com 
facebook: www.facebook.com/ 
LifelineOxfordService 


THE CLOCKHOUSE 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 


Our sessions are either low-cost or free, 
and all Leys over 50s are very welcome! 


DANCE FOR OVER 50s 
Move around the floor, dance seated, 
or just watch and enjoy! No partner or 


experience needed. Regular dances. Next 


one at the Clockhouse: Monday 6 June: 
LINE DANCE (11am—12pm). 

£2, includes tea, coffee and biscuits. 
Please tel: 395908 for details of other 
dance dates. 


YOGA FOR OVER 50s 


Seated/standing exercise, and relaxation. 


Great for better flexibility, balance and 
movement. Beginners welcome. Every 
Tuesday. 10—11am at the Clockhouse. 
£2, includes drink and biscuits. 


SINGING FOR FUN for OVER 50s 
Every Tuesday, 1.30-3.30 pm. 
This group is currently full. 

Tel: 395908 to express your interest. 


CRAFTS GROUP FOR OVER 50s 

Bring your own knitting, crochet, 
papercraft, or sewing and have a natter. 
Drink/biscuits included. £1. Every 
Wednesday, 11am—12.30pm. 


SEATED EXERCISE for OVER 50s 

At Potters Court, Robin Place, Greater 
Leys, Oxford 0X4 7FF. FREE. Every 
Thursday 11 am (until 2 June). Includes 
coffee/tea/biscuits. Run jointly with 
Abingdon and Witney College and 
Catalyst Housing. All local over-50s 
welcome. Please tel: 748362 to confirm 
dates and times after 2 June. 


TAI CHI FOR OVER 50s 

Seated/standing exercise to help you get 
more supple, and boost energy. Every 
Thursday, 10—11am. £2, includes drink 
and biscuits. 


GARDENING CLUB 

Monthly meeting of SLIGO (Senior Leys 
Independent Gardening Organisation). 
Adults of all ages welcome. You don't 
have to be an active gardener. Next Club 
meeting: Thursday 2 June, 2-4 pm. £2. 
Tel: 395908. 


ART GROUP FOR OVER-50s 
Beginners welcome. Potters Court, Robin 
Place, Greater Leys, Oxford OX4 7FF. Art 


NOTICES 


THE LEYS WI 
Meets the first Wednesday of 
each month, 7.30pm, at The Clockhouse. 
All ladies aged 18 or over are welcome to 
attend. Next meeting will be on 6 July. 
T 07973 336 041 
W: www.theleyswi.moonfruit.com 
E: theleyswi@yahoo.co.uk 


SOCIALIST PARTY MEETING 
Last Tuesday of every month at Leys 
Links Centre, Blackbird Leys Road. 
Starts 7.30pm 
T 0208 9888777 


LEYS COMMUNITY MARKET 
The market is ideal for budding 
entrepreneurs, to sell home made goods 
like. A place to develop a business. 


leyscommunitymarket@yahoo.com 
Christine, 07914 395619 


Group is taking a summer break from 
June to mid-September. 


COMPUTER COURSES FOR OVER-50s 
Learn at your own pace with the 
Clockhouse IT Project Group. Complete 
beginners welcome. FREE (donations for 
refreshments). You need to book. Tel: 
01865 395908. 


EVENING SOCIALS 

Join Clockhouse Activity Nights Group! 
Adults of all ages welcome. £2, includes 
drink/biscuits. Next meeting: Wednesday 
29 June, 7—9 pm (BINGO). Tel: 01865 
395908. 


COMMUNITY GARDENING FOR 
VOLUNTEERS 

Adult volunteers of all ages needed, to 
help keep the Clockhouse garden looking 
beautiful in every season. Enjoy fresh 

air and good company, while doing 
something really positive for your local 
community. Tel: 01865 395908. 


ROSEWOOD CLUB 

Fun, sociable and stimulating days for 
people with dementia, and a break for 
their carers. £12 a day, includes a hot 
two-course meal, plus a transport charge 
if used. Open each weekday. Tel: 01865 
749349 or email: rosewood@daybreak- 
oxford.org.uk for more details or to book 
an initial visit. 


E Long Ground, Greater Leys, 0X4 7FX (look for the docks ontheroof) %& 01865 395908 E:clockhousecdi@btconnect.com 


LOCAL 
CHURCHES 


E Church of the Holy Family 
Eucharist: Each Sunday, 10am, with 
children’s activities. 

Timeout: Reflective worship. 

Most Sundays, 6.30pm. 


Church Office Hour: Mondays (except bank 


holidays) at 6.30—7.30pm. For enquiries, 
hall bookings, wedding arrangements. 


T Revd Heather Carter, 01865 778728 


www.holyfamilybbl.co.uk 


Œ Chrisco Ministries 
Meets at Jack Agent Room at the BBL 


Community Centre, Sundays, 11am-2pm 


T 07533 845714 and 07737 564677 


Œ Redeem Christian Church of God 
Meets at theSacred Heart, Sawpit Road. 
Sunday Service: 2.30—5pm 

Bible study: Wednesdays: 6-8pm, 
except last Friday of month. 

T 07825 679044 and 01865 766056 
www.RCCGLighthouse.co.uk 


Œ Leys Community Church 

Meets on Sunday, 11am at the Oxford 
Academy, The Library (includes special 
activities for children and young people). 
T Andy and Nicci Longmore, 01865 
779700 
www.leyscommunitychurch.org.uk 


E Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
Balfour Road, Blackbird Leys. 
Sunday Masses: 9.30am, with music 
and children’s liturgy; and at 6pm. 
@ 01865 776903 


E Christian Harvest Ministries 

Meets at the Jack Argent Room at BBL 
Community Centre, Sundays, 3—5.30pm. 
T Rev Alice Kinyanjui, 01865 701129 


E Seventh Day Adventist Church 
1A Chester St, off Iffley Road. 
Saturday first service: 9.45—11am. 
Second service: 11.15am—12.30pm. 
www.freebible.org.uk 


E Mount Zion Ministries Oxford 
Glow Hall, Blackbird Leys 
Community Centre. 

Sunday Service: 11lam—1.30pm. 


All night prayers: Fridays, 7-9pm. 
Bible Study: Sundays, 11lam—12pm. 


T Rev Chris Ugwu, 07877 536406, 07932 


964056 and 07877 054600 
Email: mtzionoxford@yahoo.co.uk 
www.mtzionox.org 


E Kingsway International 
Christian Centre (Oxford branch) 


Sunday service: 11am-1pm, 
children's church runs concurrently. 


Friday Prayer Meeting: 6-7pm. 
The Barn, Nightingale Avenue, 
Greater Leys, Oxford 0X4 7BU. 
T 07951262426 
admin@kiccoxford.org.uk 
www.kiccoxford.org.uk 


Church of the Holy Family 
is having a Street Party 
"Songs of Praise" 
and BBQ 


12 June, 6pm 
1 Cuddesdon Way 
(on the green outside) 


Featuring Pantasy Steel band and the 
Salvation Army band. 
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BLACKBIRD LEYS 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 


@ Credit Union 

Community financial service for 
savings and low cost loans 
Opening Times: Mondays 
Tam—1pm, Tuesdays 7—7.30pm, 
Wednesdays 10am—12pm, Fridays 
3—5pm 

T 01865 718503 


@ Blackbird Leys Community 
Centre is a Wi-Fi Hotspot 

To use the free Wi-Fi please select 
‘Oxford Free Wi-Fi’ 


@ Early Intervention Service 
Early intervention and specialist 
services for children, young 
people and families 

T 01865 816202 


@ Home-Start 
Family support charity for under 5s. 
T 01865 779991 


@ Soundworks 
Music studio and production 
T 01865 401585 


@ iT HUB 

IT Hub open access drop in 
sessions. 

Tuesdays 12-3pm 

and Fridays 9am—12pm. 


@ Job Club 
Wednesday 10am—12pm. 
T 07931 400108 


@ Leys CDI Youth Project 
After School Club and Arts Award 
Project, Mondays, 3.30—8pm 
Battlefield of the Mind (Young 
women’s project), Tuesdays, 
3.30—7.30pm 

Diversionary Project, Wednesdays, 
12-8pm 

Afterschool Club and Tech Fridays 
(starting in March), Fridays, 
3.30-8pm 

T 01865 395927 


@ LITZ 

IT courses and trainings for all 
abilities. Course details available 
in the Centre reception. 

T 01865 806453 


JACK ARGENT ROOM 
@ Silver Circle Bingo @ Oxford Polish Association 
Tuesday afternoon, Bingo starts Mondays twice per month, 
at 2pm. 6—9pm 
T 01865 435954 T For dates contact Ewa, 07585 
442696 
@ Golden Circle Bingo 
Thursday afternoon, Bingo starts  @ FriendLeys 
at 2pm. Community coffee morning, 


T 01865 770626 


@ SR Oxford Survivors 
Self-help community group for 
over 16s. Fridays and Saturdays, 
10.30am—2.30pm 


£2.50, includes refreshments, 
Wednesdays, 10.30am—1pm 
T 07810047819 


@ Blackbird Leys Choir 
New members always welcome. 


T Trish, 07824 644874 Wednesdays, 6.30pm—9pm 
T 07775 945279 
SPORTS HALL 
© Boxing Club @ Kick Boxing and Kung Fu 
Juniors and Seniors. (Adults) 


T For details contact Tony, 
01865 432995 


@ GKR Karate 
Children (five Years to Adults) 
T Stuart, 07852 292255 


T 07909 121400 


@ Kick Boxing & Self Defence 
(seven to 18 years ONLY) 

Tuesdays 4—5pm, Saturdays 12—1pm 
T 07518 502920 


IT Hub: 12 networked PCs with 
fast wired internet connection, 
ceiling mounted projector and 
air conditioning. 


Jack Argent Room: Seating for 
up to 60 people. 


ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 


Sports Hall: Space for a wide 
range of activities. 


First Floor Meeting Room: 
For up to ten people. 


For more details contact 
Jayne on 01865 402070 


Œ Blackbird Leys Community Centre 
Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, OX4 6HW 


T: 01865 402070 


E: blackbirdleyscommunitycentre@gmail.com 


ABLE CENTRE 


Free courses in Maths and English 


Improve your skills and get a recognised qualification. 


Able Centre, Blackbird Leys Library. 
To book atime to come in call 01865 728688 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


The Leys Health Centre 


Dunnock Way, Oxford, OX4 7EX Tel: 01865 778244 


Dear Patient, 


Many patients have told us how frustrated they are about how long it takes to 
get a routine GP appointment. We are sorry about this and would like to take this 
opportunity to explain why you may be waiting several weeks. We do understand 
how difficult this can be. This article also tells you what we are doing to try and 
reduce waiting times. 


Frequently Asked Questions 


Why do I have to wait for a routine appointment? 
Demand for appointments has increased significantly over the years and it has not 
been possible to match this with resources. Three doctors also left the practice in 
late 2014. One was a planned retirement, the other two were 
due to unexpected family circumstances. Despite multiple rounds 
of recruitment, the practice is still the equivalent of a full-time GP 
down. 


Why are you struggling to recruit GPs? 
There is a national shortage of 10,000 GPs. Many other practices in 
Oxford are facing recruitment difficulties: 


e 3 in 10 GP training places are empty. 


e Many GPs are retiring early or working part-time because of 
workload stress. 


What else have you tried if you can’t recruit more GPs? 

We have increased capacity in all other staffing areas to try and 
ease workload on GPs to ensure they are as available as possible for 
phone and surgery appointments: 


e We have advertised for a pharmacist. However, after thorough 
investigation, we decided that this option was not going to work 
for our practice. 


e We have changed the way we work, for example, making sure 
that diabetes and asthma reviews are booked with specialist 
nurses and not a doctor. 


e We have employed a nurse administrator in order to enable 
nurses to increase the number of Minor Illness appointments. 


e We have recruited a new member of staff to run extra blood 
clinics. This relieves pressure on nurse and health care assistant 
appointments. 


e We have increased the number of bookable phone calls to make 
it easier to speak to your doctor. 


Despite all these measures, appointment capacity is still not enough 
to meet demand. 


What are you planning to do next? 
e We are trying to recruit another nurse to increase the number of 
Minor Illness appointments. 


e We are continuing to advertise for another GP to join the team. 


e We are looking into using other health professionals, such as 
a physiotherapist, to see if this would help free up more GP 
appointments. 


Why are you taking on new patients when | have to wait for 

a routine appointment? 

e In fact, total patient numbers have remained the same for several years. Closing 
our list is an option that we can consider but it is a big step. It isn't something we 
want to do if we can avoid it. 


When I have an urgent problem why do | still have to wait weeks for an 

appointment? 

e The simple answer is that you don't. If you feel that you have an urgent 
problem, please ask to be put on the Duty Doctor's list of calls. We have ‘urgent’ 
appointments available every day, which are under the doctors’ control. If it is 
medically urgent for you to be seen, you will be. 


Why isn’t the phone answered more quickly when I call the practice? 

e Our receptionists always try to answer your calls as soon as possible but, 
unfortunately, with nearly 11,000 patients there will be times when you may 
have to wait for your call to be answered. Early morning and lunchtimes can be 
particularly busy. However, while you are waiting your call is moving up the queue. 
Please bear with us. 


e We are seeking patient views on the phone message as part of our next survey. 
e We will review cover during busy periods. 


How can I help? 

e 1 in 9 (11%) of appointments are wasted by patients not attending their 
appointment and not letting us know in advance. Please cancel 
an appointment if you no longer need it, giving as much notice 
as you can. 


e If you have access to the internet, using our online appointment 
booking and prescription request system is quick and easy. 
Please ask reception if you need an access code, or if yours is not 
working. 


Please nominate a pharmacy to receive your prescriptions 
electronically. This saves your time queuing at the reception desk. 


If you have a cough/cold or ‘minor ailment’, such as diarrhoea, 
please consider speaking to your local pharmacist (chemist) 
first. They can often give you good advice about medication that 
doesn’t require a prescription and tell you when you need to see 
a doctor. 


Please use the ‘Minor Ailments Scheme’ if you are entitled 
to free prescriptions. This allows you to get medications that are 
available without a prescription for free (e.g. hayfever medication, 
paracetamol, head lice treatment etc.). Ask at reception for details. 


Tell your MP how much you value the services provided by GP 
surgeries — we need the government to continue to understand 
the pressures general practice is under and that more needs to be 
done. 


Our staff are facing significant challenges and are working as hard 
as they can to manage the current situation, so your patience 
with them is greatly appreciated. 


How can I give you feedback? 

e We will be launching a patient survey by the end of June. This will 
focus on the current appointment system. We will tell as many of 
you as possible about it when it’s ready. Please spare a few minutes 
to complete it so we can get as much feedback as possible. 


e If you don’t want to wait for the survey, there are other ways to 
feedback: 


- Friends and Family Test (comment cards) are available in 
reception or you may be invited to comment by text message 
after your appointment. 


- Join the Patient Participation Group which meets quarterly and 
is a forum for feedback and communication with the practice. 


- If you have specific ideas or concerns please email 
leyshealthcentre@nhs.net or write to us via our Practice 
Manager, Susan Renn. 


The Leys Health Centre doctors and staff thank you for your continued 
support. In particular we thank those patients who have taken the trouble 
to make positive or supportive comments during this ongoing time of 
challenge for the surgery and for the NHS as a whole. 


Yours faithfully, 


Dr Louise Gardner, Dr Orlagh Bradley, Dr Mel Phillips, 
Dr Andrew Valentine, Dr Eleri Shellens, Dr Kathryn Brown, 
Dr Bridget Greer, Dr Christine Brown 
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LOW CARBON OXFORD WEEK 


Free day out to Medley Manor Farm 
Pick-Your-Own from Southeast Oxford 
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www.lIcoweek.org 


Low Carbon Oxford Week is a city-wide festival that uses creativity, culture and community to inspire local people to take action on climate change. 


Take action on climate change 
with Low Carbon Week 


WITH workshops, family activities, gigs, 
exhibitions, film showings, food and 
energy fairs, talks, and educational 
events, walking and cycling tours, open 
days and open homes, there really is 
something for everyone in LCO Week. 
Last year over 100 events took place 
and over 40,000 local people got 
involved. 

Highlights of this year’s festival 
include: 
@ Oxford's Big Green Day Out on 
Saturday June 4 - slightly before 
the festival this free one day event 
on Broad St will launch a handful of 
summer festivals happening in Oxford. 
There will be lots of free activities and 


free giant swap shop, making things 
from waste materials, and making 
edible hanging baskets. There will be 
a cycling zone with bikes to try, cycle 
training and fun bikes of all shapes and 
sizes, plus stalls and activities from lots 
of local groups. 


@ The Big Green Treasure Hunt is a city- 


wide treasure trail around some of the 
environmentally friendly hidden gems 
of Oxford. This is on all week and there 
are 20 points to visit — there is a prize 
available at each one and anyone who 
gets round ten locations or more will 
be in with a chance of winning a brand 
new Brompton folding bike worth 
£1000. 


technology. Take a spin in one of a 
range of brand new electric cars, make 
a and hear Artie the Robot and TV's 
Robert Llewellyn (aka Kryten from Red 
Dwarf) talk about how electric cars are 
a brilliant way to be kinder to the planet 
and help improve air quality in Oxford. 
Lots of family arts and crafts activities 
on offer at this free event at Magdalen 
College School. 

@ Tandem in the Garden - a 
community event at Restore which 
includes an ethical extravaganza of 
acoustic music, hands-on workshops, 
inspiring talks and local food and drink 
at this hidden garden oasis on the 
Cowley Road. 


across the city, from bike repair 
workshops, open gardens, farm visits 
and crafts to conferences, talks and 
art installations highlighting climate 
change. 

Oxford City Council is committed to 
tackling climate change. Recent work 
includes the Low Emission Zone to 
tackle air pollution in the city centre, 
upgrading cycling routes and installing 
solar PV panels on City Council 
buildings. 

Councillor John Tanner, Executive 
Board Member for A Clean and Green 
Oxford, said: “Oxford City Council is 
at the forefront of tackling climate 
change in the UK - from upgrading 


of pounds of government money to 
build the Northway and Marston Flood 
Alleviation Scheme and install electric 
vehicle charging points for residents. 

“Low Carbon Oxford Week is a 
fantastic celebration of everything the 
city is doing to tackle climate change, 
and a brilliant way of showcasing that 
work to show just how easy it is for 
everyone to go green. 


E There are also lots of talks, 
bike rides, guided walks, film 
showings, food events and much 
more happening all week - visit 
www.lcoweek.org for up to date 
information. 


Low Carbon Oxford Week will 
feature dozens more pop-up events 


TEST DRIV 


A family-friendly day celebrating sustainal n ec ri ga n dytechnology 


@ Test Drive the Future - another 
free event, this time all about new 


entertainment on offer — live music, 
arts and crafts, local ales and ciders, 


cycle paths and introducing the Low 
Emission Zone, to winning millions 


with Oxford Bus Company 
Sunday 19" June 2016, 10.30am to 3pm 


Medley Manor Farm is a small family-run farm in the heart of Oxford 


Pick-Your-Own * Café * Honey * Ice cream 
"There's nothing like the taste of fresh fruit and vegetables 
picked straight from the fields” Charlie Gee at Medley Manor Farm 


* 


a Take the Challenge in June or July 
and you could win a £100 MGS voucher. 


READY TO JOIN A NEW CHALLENGE? 
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We're making small but meaningful changes to our 


lifestyles for a day, a week, a month or a year. wae | 


e MSiast 


With ArtieeneyRob 


The FREE bus will pick up from these Southeast Oxford bus stops: 
10.30am Cowley Road outside Manzil Way 

10.40am Blackbird Leys Road (opposite the Blackbird Pub) 
10.45am Barns Road Templars Square (Stop E) 

10.50am Rose Hill (opposite Rose Hill Parade) 

10.55am Minchery Farm Shops (Littlemore) 

11.00am Catholic Church (Littlemore) 

11.20am Get to Medley Manor Farm 

Arrive back by 3pm 


Get your first 
batch of strawbs 


Dress for the weather. Bring a packed lunch. Children must be accompanied by an adult. 


Email hannah.fenton@goodfoodoxford.org to ensure your place. 
Or take your chances and just turn up! 


11-19 June 2016 
Pop up green events 


11:00 - 16:00 
Sunday 19 June 


Y ci ; 
i Toke the plunge, discover more about the 


benefits of each challange and 


across our city 


lind local resources to help you succeed at: www.lcoweek.org Magdalen College School 
www.lcoweek.org ‘ICO EA www.artsfestivaloxford.org By The Plain Roundabout 
+ i + learning HOSTH CES MAAE 
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OXFORD WEEK 


11-19 June 2016 


www.lIcoweek.org 


FIND MY POSTER AT EACH 
OF THESE LOCATIONS TO 
WIN AMAZING PRIZES! 


GRAND PRIZE 


BROMPTON BIKE 


(supplied by 
Brompton Bike Hire) 


RIKF HIRE 


Throughout June just answer a simple question at each treasure hunt poster for a chance to win — each poster has a unique prize! 
To enter, simply scan the poster’s QR code, or enter the web address on your smart phone. Treasure hunters that find and correctly answer 10 questions 
from the 20 available locations will be entered into the grand prize draw for a Brompton Bike worth £1,000. 


A pair of Countryfile Live tickets 
Philips Eco Kettle 


A gift voucher to spend at Headington 
Fairtrade Co-operative 


Pair of tickets to Creation Theatre’s 
Hamlet at University Parks 


Pair of complimentary annual passes to 
the Botanic Gardens 


SCIENCE 


Science Prize Pack 


A place on a ‘Bike Mechanics 101’ 
course 


Family ticket to Peter Pan in Scarlet 
Behind the Scenes tour of the museum 


Two tickets to a Bushcraft Course from 
the Wilderness Pioneers 


OXFORD 


OXFORD 
FESTIVAL iKON 


jL AHTS UNIVERSITY 


FESTIWAL 


Afternoon tea for two and tickets to an 
exhibition at the Ashmolean Museum 


An OVADA sketch book as part of our 
‘Little Bit Of project, and a token for one 
free Life Drawing session 


A portable solar charger 

Cultivate Oxford VegVan voucher 

A pair of Countryfile Live tickets 
Bp: 


OELLO 


CD by local singer songwriter Nick Cope 
CD by local singer songwriter Nick Cope 


A month’s free gym membership 


A Science Festival Prize Pack 


Two free guest passes to any Fusion 
leisure centre 


Produced by Leys News 


